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To One Bereaved 
By Anna B. Bryant 


GIVE thee joy! Yea, though this Easter morn 
Shines on a new grave dimly seen through tears ; 
*Twas from a grave that Easter hope was born ; 
Comfort be thine, and faith that casts out fears. 








The Fragrance of His Presence 

Heaven's greatest blessing will: be the personal 
presence of Christ. In Jesus’ earthly life-time, merely 
to have him with one must have been a blessing beyond 
the power of words to describe. His presence must 
have carried with it a fragrance that marvelously 
blessed those whose spiritual sense had been awakened. 
What if we, by our presence, could bless people in 
that way! But we can. That is the miracle that 
Christ works in believers, when he is allowed to fill 
them with himself. Murdock’s translation of the 
Syriac New Testament renders 2 Corinthians 2 : 14 : 
** But thanks be to God, who always procureth us a 
triumph in the Messiah, and manifesteth by us the 
odor of the knowledge of him in every place.’’ 
Christ can do with believers what the loving disciple 
Mary did with that ‘*‘ pure nard, very precious,’’— 
“the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.’ 
But we must let him give us complete triumph if he 
is to reveal himself in this supernatural way through 


us. 
Fa 
The Secret of Joy 
Our greatest joy is not caused by what we do, 
but by what is done for us. Nine hundred and 


ninety-nine persons in a thousand lack the joy that 
they might have because they believe the’ old’ false- 


hood that their own activity, their service, is the 


-versity of Pennsylvania. 


; 


secret of true joy. It is simply the question whether 
our work or God's grace.is to. be our cause of greatest 
thanksyiving. The Psalmist knew the answer when 
he sang aloud, 


‘*For thou, Jehovah, hast made me glad through siy 
work : 
I will triumph in the works of ¢#y hands.”’ 


Even the God-empowered disciples of Jesus who, 
commissioned of him, ‘‘returned with joy, saying, 
Lord, even the demons are subject unto us in thy 
name,'’ were cautioned by him, as he reaffirmed the 
supernatural power that he had given them, 
‘« Nevertheless in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto -you ; but rejoice that your names are 
written ia heaven.’’ What God does for us, not what 
we do for God,—that is the reason, the source, of the 
greatest joy that a sinful man can ever know. It 
does not make for man's glory, but it makes mightily 
for the glory of God. 
mx 


Athletes in Training 


Unexpected tests or temptations should find the 
-Christian as well prepared as if due notice of the test 
had been given. Satan gives no notice of his plans 
of attack. But our Lord has made complete provision 
against every temptation, and he allows no foe to meet 
us that we are not abundantly able, in him, to over- 
come. The strongest college athlete in the United 
States is probably Michail Dorizas of Greece, a gradu- 
ate .of Robert College, and now studying at the Uni- 
He is undefeated as a 
college wrestler. Mr. Banks, in his article in the 
Missionary Watch Tower, in this issue, says of Dorizas: 


% 





‘* Asked by a newspaper man when he did his special 
training, this clean-living, high-thinking young Greek 

+ *1 do not-have-to train.” fam always in 
perfect condition. Why should I not be?''’ The 
Christian who has laid aside every weight, and the 
sin of unbelief that so easily clings about us and 
hampers every movement, is equipped for the con- 
test. He can run the race to the end, perfectly pre- 
pared at every stage (Heb. 12:1, 2). His ‘* train- 
ing’’ goes on all the time. And the training rules 
are easy to remember, for three words summarize 
them : ‘* Looking unto Jesus."’ 


a 
Your Title-Deed 


We ought to have a clear title to all that we really 
possess. If our title is not clear, our possession may 
go from us,—-our ownership of things worth while is 
almost certain to be questioned sooner or later. God 
tells us that we may have just such a clear title not 
only to riches already in hand but even to riches yet 
tocome. ‘‘Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for," we read in Hebrews 11:1. In the lesson in 
that chapter, recently studied, Dr. Griffith Thomas 
pointed out that ‘‘In the newly discovered Greek pa- 
pyri the word translated ‘substance’ means ‘title- 
deed.’ ... Faith is like the deed: to a great estate and 
assures us of possession.’’ Therefore faith itself is a 
gift from God, The fact that you know that God is 
faithful is because he has given you the faith by which 
you know it. Let us thank him for his wonderful gift 
of this great title-deed. Let us thank him for ‘‘ every 
Spiritual blessing in) the heavenly places in Christ’’ 
which our title-deed incontestably and eternally guar- 
antees to us. 
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Our Dignity and How it Undoes Us 


T HAS been well said that when a man stands on 
his dignity he steps down. There are few of 
. us who would not be much happier at this very 
hour if it were not for what we are pleased to call our 
dignity. Hardly a day passes that some of us are not 
made miserable by this possession, whose principal 
function seems to be to get us into all sorts of trouble 
that we should never have had if it had not been for 
the supposed necessity of protecting our dignity. 

Dignity seems such a valuable thing that we hardly 
see how it can make trouble. What seems to happen 
is that the world around us is bent on affronting the 
most precious thing we possess, and we feel that chaos 
will come if we allow the world to do it. . Therefore 
we bridle up in defense of our dignity ; and nearly 
-all the undignified situations come just because some 
one is trying to save _his dignity. It seems to create 
the very opposite of what it was intended to. We 
supposed that it would make an orderly and beautiful 
scene all around us, but instead it has bred discord 
and ugliness and confusion. 

A good many times in our lives, therefore, we have 
to look afresh at this matter of dignity and ask what 
is the matter with it. We thought it was something 
that would insure us peace and gain us respect. So 
it would, if it were the real article. It must be a 
spurious thing that is all the time getting enemies for 
us and making friction and destroying our influence 
and our happiness. 

Probably we fail a good deal through not being sen- 
sitive enough to the dignity of other people. Who- 
ever is unwilling to lower the dignity of another, and 
is very careful to give him his due and more than 
his due, whoever is watchful and zealous for the 
rights and the standing of others, will hardly fail to 
be a dignified person himself. And whoever is on 
the watch for slights or invasions of his own privilege 





can hardly fail to look somewhat inferior. It is-to be 
doubted whether any one ever stood up for the worth 
and the honor of any one else without maintaining 
his dignity; and it is to be doubted whether anybody 
ever scrambled or fought for what he thought due to 
himself without feeling that he had lowered himself. 
The man with a chip on his shoulder cannot by any 
possibility be dignified. 

Perhaps we honestly thought ‘that we did right 
when in the interests of our dignity we spoke sharply 
to remind people that they were transgressing it. 
When after much work for a given end we were 
treated as of no consequence it seemed wise to call 
people’s attention to the fact. ‘If we were not invited 
to a certain function, we honestly thought peopie 
would better appreciate us if we showed them some 
coldness in return for it. Or if our authority is 
slighted or overridden it seems like anarchy to let it 
go without punishment. And then the punishment 
was so clumsy, and matters were so much worse, and 
so much unenviable attention was called to ourselves 
that we began to wonder just how people did support 
their dignity anyway. Certainly we felt that we had 
tried with all our might. 

Well, people do manage to support their dignity. 
It can be done, Archbishop Benson upheld it through 
a long and noble life; and one of his personal rules, 
which he kept posted up before him every day, was 
‘‘not to feel the slightest uneasiness when things 
were done over his head and without consulting him."’ 
One rather fancies an Archbishop of Canterbury as a 
person exempt from having things done over his head. 
Probably the fact is that such people stand having it 
done all the time and are equal to their positions just 
because they are big enough to stand it. 

In nearly every one of our lives there are probably 
at the present time seven or eight directions in which 
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we are ‘‘ fretted or vexed or irritated or sore or dis- 
appointed "’ because of just this matter of dignity. 
_And it is entirely possible that we ought to take action 


that would end it. But first of all we may consider 
‘ that nobody ever yet ended it by the path we are pur- 
suing. We are thinking of what some one owes us; 
it may be ‘and retraction, or it may be praise 


and notice, or it may be the recognition of our au- 
thority. What we ought rather to think of py to 
let a si day be spent in waiting for any of these 
tin Sen Proll. secphioy us. The efforts-to ob- 
tain them are what take away our happiness. If we 
would drop now all thoughts of our dignity in these 
seven or eight directions we might be amazed to find 
how quickly our life would right itself and how much 
more deserving we would seem to others when we had 
ceased to think about what we deserve. 
Let us consider that what we have been calling our 
dignity is largely a fiction, It does not consist in 
‘ getting the notice we desire or the praise we crave. 
It does not consist in getting our own will in every- 
thing. People do not design to offend us to the ex- 
tent we imagine, because people are not giving us 
one-tenth of the thought we imagine they are. Let 
us go out into the new day or what is left to us of 
to-day with our minds cleansed of any suspicion that 
any one is bent on doing us an injury or withholding 
a proper respect. Go-out with a renewed conviction 
that you are not a very deserving person, and that the 
world is full of kindness after all, Above all, be 
quieted with the thought of how much God has hon- 
ored you with trust that was unmerited and standing 
that has not been deserved. Be more and more mind- 
ful of what God has thought of his own dignity. 
There is no dignity in the universe like the dignity of 
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the Cress. Every knee will bow because at last every 
eye will be ught to tears. We cannot get a real- 
izing sense of the Cross and go on troubled and 
and peevish about how we are treated. Our hurts 
are strangely cured by Christ's wounds. 

bse my eye Chalmers was in his prime and his 
reputa’ an were very great a stranger 
sought an interview with him. The visitor dreaded 
a eget ery Seg great man. But after it 
was over he had returned home he wrote to 
Chalmers. He told him what he had long felt about 
his power and the admiration he had felt for his genius, 
but he added that neither all his genius nor fame had 
made such an impression upon his visitor as his entire 
humility and lowliness of mind. Could any earthly 
experience be more beautiful than that? One who 
knew Beecher very well said that he was always of a 
magnanimous spirit, but that no one ever realized 
what his magnanimity could be until he had seen 
how Beecher would act toward some one who had 
treated him badly. Between two friends there had 
come a break and a long silence. At last one of them 
took his pen and wrote, ‘‘ Weeks and weeks have 
flown by and I haven't heard from you. As I can’t 
stand it any longer I am taking the initiative.’’ 
:robably the most dignified thing in this world is an 
altar, and the altar is the place where some one is 
humbled. 

There is no need of all this misery we endure, If 
a man has true dignity it will not make him miserable. 
We do need dignity just as much as we ever supposed, 
There are many quiet, strong and happy hours in 
store for us when it comes. The disciples craved it 
in the upper room, but only their Master, who washed 
their feet and then died for them, had it. 





Why Should You? 


1 dedieve the Lord is workin 
may not hinder him by Oubeliel.—A MARYLAND CHRIs- 
' ‘THAN, 


in me, and I pray that I 


_. This earnest Christian's prayer is.sincere and rev- 

erent; we have all prayed it for ourselves ; but after 
all why should any Christian ever pray that prayer? 
Unbelief in God! Real uncertainty on our part as to 

‘whether God is true or false! Is this Maryland 
Christian in genuine doubt as to whether God is 
faithful or careléss toward her? Is she afraid-that, if 
she could know all the facts, they might show that, 
while God .is. doing the best he can for her, he is not 
wholly able to do all that ought to be done? Is God 
perfect in his character? Is he able to do all that is 
necessary? And is he faithful to every believer? If 
we are in no doubt as to the answer to these ques- 
tions, why pray that we may be kept from thinking 
that God is weak, imperfect, untrustworthy, unfaith- 
ful to us? This earnest, hungering Christian has not 
intentionally or consciously been doubting the char- 
acter and faithfulness of God; but—like all of us— 
has not she actually done so? For the meeting of ai/ 
the needs of the surrendered Christian (as she evi- 
dently is) depends upon the, faithfulness and suffi- 
ciency of God. Neéd we ever doubt Aim ? 


a 
That Book on Will Power 


Had just closed a correspondence with W. R. Moody 
about the New Thought book entitled ‘‘ Power of 
Will," by Haddock, being advertised in The Record of 
Christian, Work, when jn The Sunday School ‘Times of 
February 5 I see it has also been advertised in it, accord- 
ing to the Notes on Open Letters. 

ordered the book thinking it would be good for the 
young people of my family and considering it tantamount 
to a recommendation by the Record, since they advertised 
it. I found it to be New Thought doctrine, and re- 
turned it. We must be careful not to disseminate New 
Thought among the uninitiated. The most of books on 
diet are New Thought. 

I hope that you will investigate this matter and let the 
public know about these books—and that God may con- 
tinve to —_ you the good editorials which are so helpful 
to Christians. —A DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA READER. 


The examination of Haddock’s book ‘: Power of 
Will’’ that was made by The Sunday School Times 
in connection with its advertising in these columns 
disclosed sensible counsel and methods for the disci- 
pline and cultivation of the will, and the advertising 
was accepted. The book was discussed in ‘' Notes 
on Open Letters"’ of Feb. 5, 1916, where it was edi- 
torially pointed out that while marvelous things can 





be accomplished by proper will training, neverthe- 
less the will can never control the sinful self ; and 
that the Christian, recognizing the need of both the 
natural and the supernatural in his- life,..must use 
both while clearly distinguishing between them. 

A fuller examination of the book ‘‘ Power of Will’’ 
now confirms the criticism in this thoughtful letter 
from the District of Columbia reader. There is that 
in the book which is very helpful. There is that in 
the book which is very harmful. One whose life is 
Christ, and who through Bible study, prayer, and ex- 
perience has gotten clear on the differences between 
the natural and the supernatural, also between the flesh 
and the Spirit, between Christ and Satan and all that 
these two stand for, can read Haddock’s book and 
get from it a great deal of help : sensible methods for 
disciplining, training, and cultivating the will, the 
mind, and the body for greater efficiency in the 
service of man and God. ‘There are suggested exer- 
cises for the eye, the ear, the hands ; how to cultivate 
attention in reading, in thinking, in memory ; in such 
matters as these most of us need training and@ disci- 
pline ; and this book can be of genuine service in, the 
hands of a person thoroughly groynded in Christ, 
and therefore knowing what is true and what is false. 

Yet in spite of the valuable points in will training 
contained in this book, The Sunday School Times 
regrets that its advertising appeared in this paper, 
for the atmosphere and foundation of the book are 
untrue and it is completely anti-Christian in the most 
vital matters. 

Discussing ‘* The Mood of Righteousness,"’ the first 
point is, ‘‘ Have perfect faith in yourself,’’ while with 
this comes the sound advice, ‘‘Be as anxious to dis- 
cover duty as you ought to be to perform it when dis- 
covered.” In achapter on ‘‘ Destruction of Immoral 
Habits,’’ the reader is told : ‘* Don’t ask the Divine 
Being to cure these habits. All such ‘cures’ have 
been psychological. . . . A person once declared that 
‘the Lord had taken away his craving for tobacco’ 
... he had forgotten. his desire in his intense re- 
ligious excitement. Here was-‘ Divine assistance,’ 
of course, but without any distinctively supernatural 
element. Some people can get ‘cured at the altar.’ 
It doesn’t matter what: notions they entertain. ... 
But other people can never quite surrender to the 
auto-suggestion necessary, and frequently these fail of 
achieving what is called ‘ victory’: because they rely 
upon mistaken ideas and ignore the true law of these 
subjects, the curability of habits where: there is genu- 
ine desire backed by resolute Will afd proper mental 
conditions. Any method which: will create desire for 
reform, foster determination, amd ‘occupy the mind 
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with absorbing thought or ~~ enough to 
enable the system to readjust i berry realize the 


sore. happy results of the ‘converted drunkard’ or the 


*‘ sanctified tobacco user.’ ’’. 
The fundamental and fatal basis of New Thought 


that is necessary to do his whole duty and save him- 
self. It completely denies and repudiates man’s 
need of a Saviour who is outside of man : it rejects 
Christ as Saviour, Christ's atonement, the power of 
Christ's blood. 

_. The Times reader who criticizes this book is right 
in saying that many present-day books on diet, as 
well as others of various kinds on so-called ‘‘charac- 
ter-building’’ are New Thought, whether in disguise 
or outspokenly. While appropriating everything that 
will make for the better training and strength of the 
body and the’ mind, let us consistently reject every- 
thing that makes man a god and denies man's need 
of Christ his Saviour. . 

. . a 


_What Says the Bible About This War ? 


What place, if any, is the -war thought by Bible siudents 
to hold in prophecy ?—A PENNSYLVANIA INQUIRER. 
Every one recognizes that the present’ world-war is 

wholly without parallel in human history. The cata- 
clysmic crashing of this black tragedy into*the twentieth 
Christian century has caused the whole world, relig- 
ious and irreligious, Christian and non-Christian, to 
strive to search out what is to many the unanswerable 
riddle of human life and history. And multitudes of 
earnest, devout Christians are confused, baffled,-some 
well-nigh hopeless, because of the questions that this 
war has raised in their minds, and the heart-breaks 
it has brought into human life. In order to give 
readers of ‘The Sunday School Times some light on 
the question asked by the Pennsylvania inquirer, Dr. 
C. 1. Scofield, who is probably as familiar with the 
varying views of Bible prophecy and interpretation as 
any man living, will include in a coming series of ar- 
ticles on the general topic, ‘‘ What Say the Prophets ?’’ 
a special article devoted entirely to the relation of this 
war to the Word of God. Dr. Scofield’s series of eight 
or more articles is planned to commence in the.Easter 


iNumber of The Sunday School Times, next week. 
: His article on the war will appear soon after that. 


Two recent pamphlets bearing on the question of 
the war in relation to the Bible, and worth study 
whether or not the reader accepts their views in. de- 
tail, are ‘* The Times of the Gentiles and the War in 
the Light of Prophecy,’’ by W. E. Blackstone (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, 10 cents); and ‘‘ The End of the European War 
in the Light of Scripture,’’ by F. P. Jennings (C. C. 
Cook, 150 Nassau Street, New York City, 10 cents). 


Pat 
Why Hell and Heaven ? 


‘What is meant by your statement in the Lesson Pilot 
that *‘Hell and heaven are both necessary if God is 
God"' ?—AN ONTARIO SEEKER. 

Heaven is the place of everlasting fellowship with 
God. Hell is the place of everlasting separation from 
God. The character of Ged, his perfect holiness, re- 
quires complete holiness or separation from sin in 
those who are to be eternally with him. If we vield 
ourselves to him and accept the salvation from the 
penalty, from the power, and from the presence of 
sin which he offers us through the gift and atonement 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Saviour, God himself will 
accomplish the miracle of this complete holiness in 
our lives. One is instantly set free from the penalty 
of his sin when he accepts Jesus as his Saviour. He 
is instantly set free from the power of known sin 
when he accepts Christ as the fulness of his life. He 
will: be set completely free from the presence of sin, 
or his sinful nature, when he sees his Saviour face: to 
face. ; 

But if a man deliberately prefers sin to God, reject- 
ing the offer of God's grace, and continuing deljber- 
ately that choice of sin throughout his lifetime, then 
the character of God, in its perfect holiness, requires 
the separation of that man from God. And that 
means hell, entered into by the deliberate choice of 
the man. But let us always remember, as was stated 
in that Lesson Pilot in The Sunday School Times of 
February 19: ‘‘ The God who is so holy that he hates 
sin and must judge sin, and must eternally judge and 
condemn those. who count their sin dearer than God, 
is the same God whose love so passeth knowledge 
that he has at the cost of his own life through his only 
begotten Son paid:the eternal death-penalty of sin and 
broken the power of sin."’ 
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day campaign. And he is a Jew. 
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UR busimess men were conducting a service in 
one of Philadelphia’s suburban churches last 
Sunday night,—the third Sunday in March. It 
was just one year from the day that the Billy Sunday 
revival closed in Philadelphia, —that last day with its 
four memorable services in the tabernacle, its 2,700 


trail-hitters, and its affectionate farewell to Sunday 
himself. These four business men had been leading 
figures in the campaign, and they had been invited 
to this church to tell about the great revival. But their 
story was not one that looked into the past. 

One of the visitors, the head of a great building 
construction firm.of Philadelphia, Mr. Joseph M. 
Steele, was the chairman of the Sunday Campaign Com- 
mittee. Churches in and around Philadelphia are 
still keeping the members of the Sunday Campaign 
Committee busy testifying of how God is continuing 
the work and helping to stir the local churches to 
greater zeal. Mr. Steele told the suburban church 
that a week before he had been in a Reformed Epis- 
copal Church in North Philadelphia at the ‘Sunday 
evening service. This church one month after ‘the 
Sunday campaign received 520 new members. The 
audience that Mr. Steele addressed a year later filled 
every seat in the large auditorium ; chairs were placed 
in the aisles, rows of chairs in the front of the church, 
and some worshipers were seated on the gallery steps. 
This is a regular Sunday evening audience at that 
church. Indeed, it is not uncommon to have two or 
three hundred turned away because the church can- 


not hold those who come to hear the Gospel preached. 
That sounds like tabernacle times,—and.a year after . 


the tabernacle’s disappearance. 


Sunday-School, Department Store, and Factory 

Mr. Steele, who is vice-president of the Philadel- 
phia County Sunday School Association, reminded 
his audience that last year 40,000 new members had 
been added to the Sunday-schools of Philadelphia, — 
three-fourths of them men,—and that Philadelphia 
led the world in Sunday-school enrolment with 300, - 
ooo members. Was this a sudden spurt, to die out 
after Billy Sunday left? ‘*We. have 100 Bible 
classes, "’ said Mr. Steele, ‘‘that have 20,000 men 


‘etirolied; ‘and Mr. Dowey, the Secretary of the County 


Association, tells me that men are coming into Bible 
classes at the rate of nearly 1,000 every month. 

‘I was talking with one of the largest manufac- 
turers in Philadelphia the other day,’’ continued Mr. 
Steele, *‘ and he told me that one of his departments 
had transformed the whole place. The men had 
gone to the tabernacle, hit the trail, cut out liquor, 
profanity, and even tobacco, atid then set about to 
reach the men in the other departments. The head 
of one of our large department stores told me recently 


that the atmosphere-was entirely changed, and the 


standard of all' the workers raised since the Billy. Sun- 
The Business 
Women's Christian League, an organization for Bible 


study and personal work that had its birth in the 


Sunday campaign, enrolls 2,300, and the number is 
constantly increasing. - They have two centers, whexe 
the girls meet for lunch and conference, and for Bible 


' classes and evening meetings.’’ 


Last summer The Sunday School Times set about 
securing the fullest possible information from the men 


best qualified to judge of the permanent results of the 


Sunday revival in Philadelphia,;—the pastors .of the 
local churches that co-operated in the campaign. 
Forms containing twelve questions. were sent to 329 
pastors. The remainder of Philadelphia's 600. Prot- 
estant churches were not recorded as actively ‘‘co- 
operating’’ in the campaign, although many of them 
were sympathetic. Of the 329 a few were suburban 
churches outside of Philadelphia County. ‘The ques- 

tions were as follows : 
‘ : 1913-14.- 194-15 

1. How many were received to member- 
_ ship December 1 to June 30. 
On confession, — ......6..  Leeeeceee 
On reaffirmation, ......... 0 ....,.... 
By letter, 
Total, 
2. How many trail-hitters’ ‘cards: came to you?,...2.;.: ° 
3- How many of these trail-hitters were onion mecns 
of a church ?,........ 





‘ figares do not always tell the truth. 


Philadelphia After Things Had Cooled Off 


In what condition. has the —T Sunday campaign left Philadelphia’s churches? 
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“Why not: give us the result of Billy Sunday at 

Philadeiphia after-things have cooled off?’’ was 
asked by a New York reader about a year ago. 
_ “Twas greatly surprised to be told by my pastor 
recently that the after-effects of Mr. Sunday’s cam- 
paigns were decidedly bad for the local churches,”’ 
wrote a Canadian reader. ; 

This challenge has been met by The Sunday 
School Times ; the answer of Philadelphia's pastors 
to these questions is given on this page, and will be 
continued in early issues. 








5. What effect from the revival has been seen in your mid- 
week prayer-meeting ? 
6. (a) What direct evangelistic work has been done in or 
by your church as a result of the campaign ? 
(b) How often is the invitation to receive Christ as 
Saviour given in your church services ? 
~ (ce) Is this being done for the first time as a result of the 
campaign, or was it done previously ? 

7. What form of organized laymen’s personal work for 
soul-winning is being done in your church as a result 
of the campaign ? 

ct. I, I une I or 
8. Total membership of ociclelildesating 
men’s Bible classes, ............ 
9- Total membership of 
_ Sunday-school, 


Seeeeeeeeere = « eeeeeeees 
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to. Has any deepening of the Sunday-school’s spiritual 


life been noted, —conversions, consecration, strength- 
ened prayer-life, or soul- -winning by the teachers? 
11, What financial results of the — ti do you know of ? 
12. General comment; impressions of the results of the 
campaign or specific points not included above. (If 
you prefer, a letter from yourself on this will be 
wélcome.) ~ 


The questions were intended to cover the period 
closing June 30, 1915, three months after the close of 
the campaign. Fifty of the replies were not turned 
in until the autumn, the others reaching the Editor 
by the middle of-July. 

One pastor replied ; ‘‘ Your questions are imprac- 
tical, impossible, irrelevant, and the answers will 
leave a wrong impression, Excuse me for candor and 
honesty.’ 

Of his brother pastors, 183 sent in fairly complete 
answers to the questions. Sevéral replied that they 
were unable to give the statistics on account of change 
of pastors. A number of the pastors who did not 
reply wére wholly sympathetic with the campaign and 
enthusiastic for Billy Sunday, but felt that the visible 
results in their own church were so poor that a report 
would give a wrong impression. A number perhaps 


were antagonistic to the campaign, and some probably 


were not able to send in the reports because their 
success had been so great. One pastor, whose church 
was overwhelmed with glorious results, wrote courte- 
ously that he was under too great a pressure to look 


‘up the statistics and go into the details. 


The Story 1863 Pastors Tell 
In presenting the results of this investigation, which 
in spite of its incompleteness is _perhaps the most 
thoreugh of the kind that has yet been made, ‘the 
editers are keeping in mind the suggestion of the 
candid pastor that there is a real danger of getting 
wrong impressions. Particularly. in the matter of 
figures there is great uncertainty, and even the correct 
As God sees 
things, one trophy of grace: from a great campaign 
may count for more in real importance than showy 
that require many figures to record. But the 
attempt will be made to take the reports for what they 
are worth, and out of a knowledge of the local situa- 


‘. tion and a _persenaktouch with many of the churches, 


an attempt will be made to appraise the real signifi- 
cance of the figures and other reports given. 

The 183 reports received represent no less than 23 
denominations, and two interdenominational churches. 
Ia location these churches are-as varied as in denomi- 


y nation, —seattered. all: over the great city, and some of 


them fram ten to fifteen miles distant from the taber- 
nacle.. Some are in comfortable or wealthy residen- 


tial sections, others in the mill. districts,. others in 


downtown or foreign districts. They range in mem- 
bership from a few dozens to many hundreds. A few 
mission churches are répresented, ministering to for- 
eign-speaking people. 

The replies may be divided roughly into four groups : 
1. Those getting no results, and the pastor or con- 
gregation, or both, being antagonistic to the cam- 
paign. 2. Those getting no visible results, but sympa- 
thetic with the cafipaign, 3° Those who secured 
good results. 4. Those in which the results might 
fairly be called remarkable. There were 7 of the ad- 
verse criticisms. Of those who worked for results, 
but could trace very few, there were 22. Those who 
secured good results in some or all respects numbered 
89. Of the churches securing really remarkable re- 
sults there were 65. 

This classification may not by any means suggest 
the spiritual condition of the churches in the various 
groups. In some cases the apparent results were 
small because of the spiritual power in the church ! 
In the case of a church that lives always in a revival, 
continually measuring up to the Lord’s wishes in the 
matter of soul-winning, the contrast during the period 
when other churches catch up to this standard is not 
marked. in many cases distance from the tabernacle 
prevented tangible results from the meetings. Un- 
fortunate experiences in being crowded out of the tab- 
ernacle on account of the wholly unprecedented de- 
mand for seats had a bad effect in some cases. In 
general, however, it will be found that the churches 
who threw themselves into the work of soul-winning 
and the desire to give all they could to the campaign, 
were the churches that drew the rich returns. 

Let us examine first the total of the figures given by 
the 183 churches in answer to questions 2, 3 and 4: 


How many trail-hitters’ cards came to you ?........... 11,633 
How many of these trail - hitters were 

already members of a church ?..............-....000 3,361 
How many trail-hitters joined your church?........... 4; 189 


What Became of the Trail-Hitters ? 

. These figures indicate that approximately 2 out of 
every 7 trail-hitters were church-members who went 
forward with the purpose of reconsecrating. them- 
selves. Of the 8,272 trail - hitters who were not 
church-members, somewhat over one-half are. re- 
ported as joining the church to which their cards had 
been sent. 

To analyze correctly the thousands of trail-hitters’ 
cards that are turned in, a persons! and detailed re- 
port of each truil-hitter would be necessary. And 
even such a report would be quite defective. But in 
a rough way the 40,000 or more trail-hitters of 
the Philadelphia campaign group themselves as 
follows : There are those who go forward and ‘take 
their seats with the converts, but who do not sign 
cards, either because they are Christians ‘or because 
they simply wanted to shake Mr. Sunday's hand, or 
because they are visitors in the city. (The account 
of trail-hitters, as reported in the newspapers each 
day following the meetings, is an approximate count 
by the newspaper men of those who fill the front 
benches into which the converts are directed.) Of 
cards that are signed many record no particular church 
preference, and these aredivided among the churches 
in the neighborhood. In many cases the addresses 
are not given, and thus many cards never reach the 
pastors. The pastors find the names of many chil- 
dren on the cards they receive, and in many cases the 
parents think them too young to unite with the church. 
Some pastors find duplicates among their cards, some 
having gone up the trail several times. Wrong ad- 
dresses are not uncommon, some of these doubtless 
due to a'mistake. One pastor found that of 25 genu- 
ine trail-hitters’ cards he followed up, practically all 
of them demurred at the thought of joining church 
because they were -tee poor or because home duties 
kept them from attending any services. Tlie cards 
represent a great number who were in earnest when 
they made the decision, but who soon fell away. 
Others were in no sense real converts. An unfortu- 
nately large number slipped away because there was 
evidently little: follow-up work, or little cordiality 
shown in trying to welcome them to the church. 

It is impossible rightly to esti the significance 
of. the trail-Ititting figures that ®ve been given witt- 
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out putting alongside of them the answers to Question 
1, which ask for the number of new members for the 
seven months from December 1 to June 30 for 1913-14 
and for 1914-15. The second figures cover the period 
beginning a month before Billy Sunday's arrival in 
Philadelphia, and running to a period three months 
after he feft The figures were divided into members 
received on confession, on reaffirmation, and by letter. 
A very large majority of the new members were re- 
ceived on confession, and in the other cases perhaps 
represented real conversion or reconsecration, 
and therefore only the total figures are given. 

The 183 churches report.for the second period, — 


* the months affected by the Billy Sunday Campaign, — 
_ an increase over the same period of the previous year 


_ of 9,775 members ! 


Only 6 churches report a de- 
crease, amounting in all to 46 members. And in only 


» 2 of these 6 churches were fewer members received 


on confession during the second period. 

This means that in addition to the normal number 
of converts, as based on the previous year’s record, 
these churches enrolled the 4,189 trail-hitters, and 
5,586 others whose names were not recorded on cards 
at the tabernacle. ‘The pastors are practically unani- 
mous in attributing this increase directly or indirectly 
to the Billy Sunday campaign. 

These 183, churches had 8,272 cards to work with, 
after eliminating those who were already members of 


_ the church, Only a little over half of this number they 
, secured as members, but the total, uumber of new 
_ members secured was 9,775, or 1,503 more than the 


‘ total number of trail-hitters’ cards. 


And we must not lose sight of this fact that of the 


, ‘g 351 church-members who signed cards many may 


ave been just as far from the Kingdom as other 
trail-hitters whose names were, not on church rolls. 


_ Others who were true Christians and went forward to 


reconsecrate themselves have been so completely 
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transformed as to bring rich results in soul-winning 
and other service, 

These fi tell but a small part of the story, but 
they do a partof it, We must recognize their 
approximate character, and also their inaccuracy at 
many points, yet it would probably be found that 
these figures as given underestimate rather than over- 
estimate the statistical results of the campaign. 

Perhaps the most careful analysis of trail-hitters’ 
cards that has been published is that given by the 
Rev. Asa J. Ferry in hisarticle, ‘‘ What 243-Converts’ 
Cards Meant,’’ in The Sunday School Times of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1916. Mr. Ferry’s careful report showed 
that in the 243 cards that reached: Bethany Temple 
Presbyterian Church there was a shrinkage of just 8; 
of these 4 were wrong addresses, and 4 were probably 
bad. But Mr. Ferry's earlier report to The Sunday 


School Times in answer to the questionnaire records 


240 trail-hitters, of whom §0 were church-members, 
and 120 had joined Bethany Tempie. That leaves 
70 unaccounted for, and thus suggests a shrinkage of 
62 more than the actual shrinkage. Other pastors 
record the trail-hitters as still coming in at the time 
their report was forwarded. 

The answers of the pastors to the other questions 
that The Sunday School Times sent out are even more 
interesting than these trail-hitting statistics. Their 
personal comments in answer to question 12 are rich 
in their suggestiveness. 

Particularly interesting will be the recording of what 
is the almost unanimous opinion of the pastors as to 
the greatest result that came to Philadelphia from 
the Billy Sunday campaign. 
it is the number of trail-hitters, nor the large Men's 
Bible Classes, nor the financial results, nor the spiritual 


‘life of the Sunday-school, but something that includes 


all of these, and goes beyond them. What this-is will 


be told in an article soon to appear in these columns. 
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How: bondsiaves in one day became liberators 
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Peli¢eman, politician, business man, the older woman and the younger, the young 
lad and the old'‘drunkard,—Dr. Strong's story of these who are among the firstfruits 
of Billy Sunday’s message to Baltimore tells not so much of the great evangelist’s 


continued power as of the releasing of God in Baltimore. 


Is your church letting the 


Holy Spirit show “‘ what he can do for men to-day”? 


3 LORY! Glory !, Glory !’’ Such was the ex- 
clamation of an honest and radiant police- 
man who with three fellow-officeis ‘hit 

the trail’’ last evening, and who, as his friends 

pressed around him to congratulate him, could hardly 
be made to take his seat on the bench at the front of 
the great tabernacle with the rest for the new joy that 
filled him full. «‘:I have made a fight for it, for 
twenty years,’’ he declared, ‘* but at last I've won !"’ 

Conspicuous among the sympathizers and workers of 
the movement in Baltimore have been these splendid 
custodians of the law, smiling their approbation, testify- 
ing to strangers, and, not least, praying and getting 
others to pray for their unconverted friends, It has not 


_ been an uncommon experience to havea slip of paper 


thrust into one’s hand by one of them on leaving a 
service, and find the words inscribed upon. it, .‘* Pray 
for So-and-So and So-and-So,'’—names of officers on 
duty at the tabernacle not yet surrendered to Christ. 
But for.every one who thus. reveals his inner his- 
tory there. are hundreds whom the Spirit of God is 
calling out of the great throng to the front whose life- 


Story is veiled to us. 


What Happened to the Tempter 

Two women, one younger and one older, stood at 
the front, having launched their boat in faith on the 
river of living water that was carrying so many for- 
ward. One of these, the younger, had been be- 
friended by the Young Woman's Christian Associa- 
tion, which has been so active in surveying the city 
and assisting the campaign through its work for indi- 
viduals. The older, only a little time before, had 
been busy seeking to neutralize their efforts and to 
lead the younger woman astray. And there they 
Stood, the tempted and the temptress, both subdued 
by him who came to ‘‘ proclaim release to the cap- 
tives’’ and ‘* put to naught the works of the Devil.’’ 

Another, a little lad, who had hit the trail at an 
earlier meeting,. was seen among the rest, his face 
beaming with light as he led up a friend, consider. 


ably his elder, with something of the triumph of An- 
drew of old when he found his brother Peter and 
brought him to Jesus. 

It is a common experience to see at the front one 
who hit the trail the night before coming again, not 
empty-handed, but with one or two others whom his 
persuasions have brought to the tabernacle, as though 
in fulfilment of the command, ‘‘ He [the Spirit] shall 
bear witness of me : and ye a/so bear witness,”’ 

Underneath one of the benches of the tabernacle 
was found a scribbled piece of paper, full of human 
interest, bearing its testimony to the love and prayer 
and longing in the hearts and homes of the city which 
the campaign ‘is quickening almost painfully into life. 
It was the mute record of conversation and appeal 
between some wife and husband, and read as follows: 

‘* For the first time in thirty-five years I ask you to 
do something for me. Won't:you doit? Please?’’ 

‘*What?’’ 

** Accept Christ.’’ 

‘*I can’t.” 

‘*Why not?”"’ 

««] haven't the nerve."’ 

**My goodness! You have nerve to drink all the 
time. Which do you like best, whiskey or me?’’ 

‘© You, of course.’’ 

«Then why not do as I ask?’ 

**Can’t I do it sitting here?'’ 

‘* Certainly not.’’ 

** Well, all right—’’ 

The final word trailed off into illegibility , out the 
love and longing of a wife had conquered ! 

One often hears it said that the good old-fashioned 
experience of conviction of sin is ancient. history never 
to be repeated.. That seems not to be borne out in 
these days in Baltimore. The superintendent in one 
of our factories expressed: himself lately as follows : 
‘* Well, I know I'm asinner, and I want to get to 
that tabernacle and take my stand: for Christ’? A 
girl in the same factory, in talking ‘to a companion, 
exclaimed, ‘* What shall I do to be saved ?’’ 


They do not think’that - 


~ power of sin.’ Convinced? “Yes. Every word 
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Two girls went forward at the tabernacle, one of 
them notorious for her evil influence over. others. 
‘* Have you a Bible?’’ one of the women members 
of the Sunday party asked her, ‘* No,”’ she replied. 
Next night that same girl appeared bringing two 
others. She who had been conspicuous for her power 
in leading others into sin was now leading others into 
righteousness. x 

And the fire that burns in oes ae 
elsewhere. A prominent official of the city who 
found Christ, when asked whether he would ma 
public confession of him, affirmed, sa “«T'm 
ashamed to tell everybody and any gre <i 

Mr. Sar pata meet a4 as pleased with the 
devotion of a bu man of Annapolis, twenty-five 
miles away, who walks a mile from his home to the 
car, makes the-trip up here, ushers at the tabernacle, 
and goes back each night, glad to make the sacrifice 
for the cause he is serving. 

Highlandtown is seven miles from the tabernacle. 
Few spots in or about Baltimore: are more drink- 
soaked, depraved, and spiritually needy than that. 
Highlandtown was chosen for one of the district group 
meetings which are conducted in various parts of the 
city by such members of the Sunday party as can be 
released on Sunday nights from the tabernacle. Re- 
markable interest was stirred. Twenty-four hit the 
trail, among them a man of thirty, whose mother 
came forward, threw her arms around his neck, an 


-wept for joy:before the people. ; 
“An Old, Old Answer of the Lost 


Baltimore needs such a revival for salvation, and 
the church needs such a revival for education, There 
is no.dreaming nor shirking possible where blessing 
is to strike, Christians cannot sit as idle spectators 
and be in harmony in a movement which is the prayer 
and effort of.all. . Personal workers must get out 
among the benches and ply their trade. Scattered 
allover the -house, they begin their work of persua- 
sion immediately when the invitation. is given, 
seconded by ushers and ministers, eT 

And there lies a field of experience for the worker. 
He approaches this youth and that aged_man and 
learns the impoténce of the will and the sliackling 
the 
speaker tttered is true. -“Life-un¢ertain?’ Yes, The 
present may be the only time ‘left to repent and 
believe. Intends to accept Christ some time? ‘Yes, 
surely, but not now! Not now! And that is where 
Christians learn to pray; when, in the face of unsaved 
humanity confessing its need and impotent to act, 
they réalize that God is the only worker,—he ojily 
can change the heart, ~~ - sree ows 

Observers of the Sunday revival from ‘a ‘distance 
ought to be given a glimpse of one ‘of the noon factory 
meetings which abound throughout the city. Let'me 
describe a typical such ‘quarter-hour of worship at the 
Mt. Vernon-Woodberry Mills, in the northern part of 
the city, yesterday. Two of these mills standing close 
together employ a thousand hands, men and women, 
and turn out the cotton-duck for which they are so 
famous, adapted’ to so many uses;—tents, sails, the 
straining of crude oil, the manufacture of papef, etc. 
A giant roll of their heaviest fabric, —fifteen feet long, 
and weighing far over half a’ hundred-weight, —was 
wheeled past us as we waited, 

The machinery was roaring when we arrived, miak- 
ing talking difficult ; but when the noon whistle blew 
it slowed down into silence, a small organ was lifted 
out into sight, men and women — to gather with 
expectant faces till a couple of hundred were present, 
while through a glass partition many more could be 
seen who seemed chary of coming out isto the open, 
but were intent on enjoying what was so soon to be. 
Hymn-books Were circulated, and standing about the 
walls or seated on the prostrate rolls of fabric these 
cheery toilers struck into ‘‘Since Jesus came into my 
heart’’ and ‘Brighten the corner where you are”’ 
with spirit. A duet was sung by two of the visitors, 
and then Mrs. Asher, of the Sunday party, spoke for 
five minutes with simple, wholesome strength of the 
claims of Christ and the sort of faith by which he is 
to be accepted. She was just concluding when the 
wheels started. Prayer was offered. 

The machinery roared again, for the power had 
been turned on. Those who were there from abroad 
thought of another, a silent power which God in these 
last days has been turning on, and which had been 
turned on in those fleeting moments of preaching, 
prayer, and praise in the Woodberry mill, for as we were 
whirled away hands waved to us through the windows, 
and young faces smiled at us, and we knew that men 
and women had been touched with the divine fire 
and were working more happily than they had before, 

A commander of the American navy visited the 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 16 (Acts 10) 


writer a few days ago. Twice his ship had carried 
our flag’ around the Alert, with broad vision, 


keen-eyed for: yme, he expressed astonish- 
vrmpcy de cy e 8 dhy ple ta pete eng 
something more than a series of revival meetings on 
old-fashi i li - . 2 


_A brief «personally conducted"’ tour to a few of 
the power-stations of this highly organized yet living 
spiritual movement would give new to some who 








What Can the Holy Spirit Do for Us? 
By the Rev. John McNicol, A.M., °""“fiie'collese 


——— 
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found their views on a few chance expressions of the 
evangelist inaccurately reported in the papers. Balti- 
more is ing to the claims of religion ; and cities 
and mini unions, y for the 
future and consideri illy Sunday, might well send 
and study the ragerien, process before deciding that 
they will have neither nor lot in works of God 
having such immense significance for life. 
BatTimore, Mp. 
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A supernatural life is the only kind of life that Christians have any call to live. For 


the leadership of the Spirit “‘ is a ceaseless miracle.”” At any 
tian life is not a miracle, it is unreal. Four thi 


t where the Chris- 


, Princi McNicol shows, the 


ings 
Holy Spirit makes real to us thus creating the miracle-life that is the Christian's 
: . natural heritage. 


‘* J BELIEVE in the Holy Ghost,’’ says the creed 
which many of us use in our churches, and all 
of us accept as the expression of our common 

Chrirtian faith. But what do we mean by this state- 

ment? What do we expect the Holy Spirit to do for 

us? Why is His work necessary in addition to the 
work of Christ? 

When Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to his dis- 
ciples, it is evident that he expected him to do some- 
thing for them which could not be done by himself 
alone. ‘It is expedient for you that I go away ; for 
if | go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
but if I go, I will send him unto you'’ (John 16 :7). 
Jesus’ own departure was the necessary preliminary 
tothe Spirit's coming, and the coming of the Spirit 
was to be gain for the disciples. - The work of the 
Spirit was to have an intimate and essential relation 
to the Person and work of Christ. The Spirit him- 
self was not to come till Jesus had been glorified (John 
7:39) Not until Jesus had finished his work on 


, earth and ascended into heaven with his perfected 
~ humanity. were the conditions, fulfilled under which 


the Holy Spirit was to carry on his work for the 
disciples. 

The way in which the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost 
showed that something entirely new was taking place. 
It was a unique and transcendentevent. The powers 
of the unseen world were released and came flowing 
into the lives of the disciples. And the condition 
which made all this possible was the exaltation of the 
Lord (Acts 2 : 33). He was himself the fountain head 
of all the new forces which the Holy Spirit was bring- 
ing into the world, Some of the manifestations 
which accompanied the descent of the Spirit were 
temporary, and after a while passed away. But the 
essential features of his work remained.’ There was 
a new life and power in the world. The Holy Spirit 
from that time on has been carrying on a new mission 
among men. He has been making real in the lives 
of the disciples the work of Jesus Christ. 

It is this fact which explains the great difference in 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament as 
compared with the Old, He was indeed present in 
the lives of Old Testament saints. We see him 


_moving in the history of Israel and manifesting his 


Operation in various ways. But his work is always 
temporary and intermittent. In the New Testament, 
however, all is changed. He fills the lives of the 
New Testament saints with a wealth of blessing that 
is permanent and universal. It is Christ that has 
made the difference. The Holy Spirit has now a 
perfect instrument prepared for him to use in the 
Person of the living and exalted Lord. Behind all 
the work that he is doing for us is the finished work 
and glorified Person of our adorable Lord Jesus Christ. 


I. The Holy Spirit makes the PRESENCE of Christ a 
reality tous. He is himself the Spirit of Christ, the 
same Spirit who dwelt in Jesus during ‘his earthly 
life, and who now dwells in him in his exalted state. 
The Spirit brings Christ back again, not now to take 
up a local habitation, but to become a universal and 
abiding presence for all his people. During his 
earthly life Jesus could be present with the disciples 
only in one place at atime. Even after his resurrec- 
tion his appearances were local and temporary. But 
what a difference Pentecost made in their relationship 
tohim! It was not simply that they now knew that 
their Master was alive ; they had known that ever 
since his resurrection. It was not even that they 
wefe assured that he was in heaven; they had seen 
him taken up'ten days before. It was something in 


ee ee 


addition to this that took possession of them when the 
Spirit came—an overwhelming consciousness that 
their living and glorified Lord was among them. 
Their lives became charged with a sense of his spiritual 
preset. Henceforth he was to them the one great 
iving reality. 

The writings of the apostles are all full of this sense 
of the reality of Christ. He fills their whole horizon, 
and their lives are all aglow with his presence. His 
grace and power and glory are in all their thoughts. 
Their language often rises and expands at the men- 
tion of his name, and sometimes even’ seems unable 
to express what is in their minds and hearts concern- 
ing him. And all this is due tothe presence of the 
Holy Spirit; who does not speak of himself, but takes 
of the things of Christ and declares them. Those 
who are possessed by the Spirit have their lives per- 
vaded with a like consciousness of Christ. There is 
a new atmosphere about them. They do not talk, or 
even think, perhaps, very much about the Holy 
Spirit. They are occupied with Christ. He is the 
home of their thoughts, the’ supreme object of their 
affections. Their lives are possessed by a.calm, even 
in their busiest hours, the calm of that quiet Presence 
which reaches back behind the veil into the unseen 
realities where Christ is, seated on the right hand ot 
God. 


Il. The Holy Spirit makes the INDWELLING of Christ 
a reality within us. He not only brings the presence 
of Christ into the midst of the Church ; he brings the 
Life of Christ into the heart. ‘* He dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you,'’ The indwelling of the Spirit 
is just the indwelling of Christ. In the person of the 
Spirit, Christ comes into every heart who receives 
him by faith. This is what is meant by being born 
of the,Spirit, or being born from above. It is the 
work of the third Person of the Trinity that makes 
this indwelling a permanent and abiding reality. 

The early Christians were being continually re- 
minded by the apostles of this wondrous fact. Their 
bodies were temples of the Holy Ghost. Christ was 
their life. ‘«It is no longer I that live,’’ is the way 
Paul explains it of himself, ‘* but Christ liveth in 
me'’ (Gal. 2:20). Christian lifeis just Christ living 
his life in us. The Holy Spirit takes up his residence 
in the secret place of our souls, and communicates to 
us the life of our risen and exalted Redeemer. The 
indwelling of Christ thus becomes a deep and sacred 
reality. The springs of our life are in him. Hibs life 
becomes the informing power of our personalities. 

This does not mean that any change is made in 
certain of our natural characteristics. The Holy 
Spirit does not interfere with our separate individuali- 
ties, or make us into different people. Those who 
are most fully under his influence will be the most 
natural people in the world. But they will live out 
their nature with a new power and grace. What the 
Spirit does is to give us a new quality of life. Our 
lives will be governed, not by mere obedience to an 
outward law, or even by the imitation of the example 
of Christ, but by the response of faith to the Spirit 
within. We will walk no longer after the flesh but 
after the Spirit(Rom. 8:4). And as we do so, living 
our lives quite naturally, that gracious Guest within 
us will silently, unobtrusively communicate to all the 
outward expression of life the fragrance of the pres- 
ence and character of our Lord. In the mold of our 
separate personalities he reproduces the life of Christ. 


Ill. The Holy Spirit makes the FULNESS of Christ a 
reality for us He uot only brings Christ to abide 
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within us, but also makes available for us a// the re- 
sources that are in Christ. The apostle prayed that 
his readers might be ‘strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man,’’ that Christ might dwell 
in their hearts by faith to such an extent that they 
would be ‘filled unto all the fulness of God'’ (Eph. 
3:16, 19). These are wondrous words, and open up 
vast possibilities of privilege and blessing for the 
Christian. They mean that no limit is set to what 
the Holy Spirit can do for us. 

The condition of this fulness of blessing is a fully 
surrendered life. The Holy Spirit can occupy only 
so much of our lives or our natures as is yielded to 
him. Only when every region of life and every 
chamber of the soul is given over to him can there be 
a complete occupation and a complete filling. He 
waits upon a voluntary surrender or dedication of life 
to God on our part. Paul appeals in his epistles in 
different ways for this surrender. He calls upon the 
Romans to yield themselves unto God (Rom. 6 : 13); 
that is, to make a definite commitment of their 
whole being to him. He urges the Ephesians to 
be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), that is, to 
keep their whole being open to him so that he 
may fill them. So long as this attitude of full sur- 
render is maintained, the uninterrupted fulness of the 
Spirit in the soul may be realized and enjoyed. The 
fulness of blessing and power that resides in our 
glorified Lord is available at all times and at each 
moment for all who yield their souls for unbroken 
communion with him and grieve not the Holy Spirit. 

And what will this fulness mean for us? For one 
thing it will mean continuous victory over sin. Christ 
has already overcome sin in all points in his own life 
on earth, and he can overcome it again by his Spirit 
in our lives if we give him full control of them. 

It will mean also transformation of character. The 
fruit of the Spirit will be produced within us (Gal. 
5 : 22), and this fruit is just the character of Jesus in 
all its varied grace and beauty. 

It will mean, too, guidance in the details of life. 
The wisdom and judgment of the Lord are imparted 
to those in whom he dwells and who trust him fully. 
The early Christians were. conscious of having this 
guidance in the various steps which they took (Acts 
8:29; 16:6, 7). 

Furthermore, it will’ mean the enlargement of our 
whole being. All the empty places of our lives will 
be filled with his fulness as the tides of the'séa come 
up to fill the gaps along the shore, Our limitations 
will be met by his sufficiency. ‘The Spirit will make 
life always fresh and abounding by his continuous 
supply of the fulness of life that is in Christ Jesus 
(John 7 : 37-39). Every need as it arises will be met 
by the unfailing resources of his grace and strength, 


IV. The Holy Spirit makes our literal and common 
UNION with Christ a reality. All these things we have 
been thinking of hedoes for us, not simply as separate 
individuals, but as fellow-members of one corporate 
body. It is the same Spirit who carries on this ministry 
for all the saints ; it is the same Christ who dwells in 
all his people. The Holy Spirit has created a new 
kind of fellowship, the fellowship of a common life re- 
ceived continuously from one common Lord. Much 
of what he is ready to do for us can only be enjoyed 
as we seek to realize this unity of the Spirit: : It was 
in the realization of their common spiritual fellowship 
that the early Christians received fresh enduements 
of power (Acts 4:31). It was in the exercise of their 
common fellowship in waiting upon the Lord that the 
Church at Antioch became convinced that the Holy 
Spirit would have them take the new step of sending out 
the first foreign missionaries (Acts 13:2). It was by 
comparing their experiences one with another, and 
by seeking light in the fellowship of the Spirit, that the 
apostles and elders at the Council in Jerusalem were 
led to a decision on the question at issue which they 
knew to be the mind of the Holy Spirit (Acts15 : 28). 

Those who are truly filled with the Holy Spirit will 
recognize and honor his presence in other Christians. 
None of us receives all the spiritual wealth there is 
in Christ. None of us has capacity to receive it. It . 
is distributed among us as the life of the body is dis- 
tributed among its members. Christ needs all his 
body to express himself through, and it is only as the 
unity of the Spirit is realized and maintained by all 
the members of the body that Christ can manifest 
himself fully through his Church. This is the true 
principle of union, Here lies the path to possibili- 
ties of blessing yet unreached. It isin ‘‘the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost’’ that we shall all come 
at last ‘‘in the unity of the faith and of the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God into a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ."’ 

TORONTO, ONTARIO 
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War and the Word in .— War opportunities for 
Christian service have n taken advantage of by 
Mr. Trowbridge, the World’s Sunday School Asso- 
ciation’s representative at Cairo, Egypt. Testaments 
have been distributed to the Australian and New 
Zealand soldiers and the wounded who came to 
Cairo from the operations in the Dardanelles, as 
well as among Turkish prisoners. 

These ‘Testaments have found a welcome also 
among Moslem students in the government schools, 
Moslem policemen, and street-car conductors. On 
the train en route for a Sunday-school in middle 
Egy t all but two of the passengers accepted the 

Metian literature, and were glad to enter into con- 
versation on Christian subjects. 


_ A Young Chinese Aristocrat's Revolt.—He had come 
to Mrs. Sites of Foochow, China, to sell a picture of 
a great Sunday-school rally at Foochow. Let me 
give his remarkable and touching story in Mrs. Sites’ 
own words : 

Eleven years ago he entered a mission college at 
Foochow City, and attended church and Sunday- 
school. He Lseneed to an aristocratic family, his 
father having been an official in Formosa before that 
island was taken by the Japanese. His mother was 
the most earnest idolater he has ever known, risin 
before light every day to present her offerings an 
her prayers, and spending hours in heathen worship. 

Before coming to school he had felt doubt about the 
power of modern idols to help him, and three weeks 
of teaching in church and Sunday-school convinced 
him that the Gospel of Christ was the truth. 

His mother heard of his newefaith. She said if he 
forsook his idols and turned to Christ she would have 
him buried alive. 

‘*T read in my Bible, ‘Fear not them who can kill 
the body,’” his answer was. And he was baptized. 

They sent forall his belongings,—clothes, bedding, 
and everything,—and ordered him never to come 
home. hat was eleven years ago, and the old 
mother, blind these six years from long*straining her 
eyes into the pitiless glare of the tropical morning sun 
in worship, is now living with him. He has pleaded 
with her and prayed for her these eleven years. He 
used to go with two friends at night by lantern light 
to a hilltop and pray for his mother. 

One day last month he knelt before her and pleaded 
with her for hours to give up that false and wicked 
worship. He came with beaming face to-day to tell 
me that at last, at last, she had yielded. 

‘**Tell everybody that prayer avails,’"” he cried, 
‘‘*and ask them to pray that she may not be tempted 
again by idolatry before her faith is firm.’” 


Auto and Moving Pictures in the Philippines. —A Lec- 
ture Bureau Auto is used by Mr. J. L. McLaughlin, 
of the Philippines, in his Bible and Sunday-school 
tours, and with a ‘‘ Bible moving picture outfit” he 
succeeds in popularizing his work in an amazing way. 
Business depression and poor crops in the Islands 
have paved the way for a greater readiness to know 
the message of the Book. In the past year there has 
been an actual output of 191,535 Bibles, as against 
55,000 the previous year. 


Robbing a Boys’ Club in Peru.— When at Arequipa, 
Peru, some months ago, the writer found in a littie 
mission-room one evening a group of fifteen boys in 
their teens, grouped about a lamp studying a text in 
the Revised, Authorized, and Douay versions of the 
Bible. ‘These were boys only recently gathered from 
the street for social evenings by Mr. Edward M. 
Foster, the young missionary. 

Mr. Foster writes: ‘‘ You will be glad to hear of 
an encouraging incident in connection with my elub. 
About two months ago a large commercial house was 
looking for young fellows for their cotton harvest in 
the interior, They enlisted twoor three of our young 
fellows who worked so well that they came along to 
our club and sought more. They thus robbed me of 
another twenty-five forthe season. It is unfortunate 
for our club in one sense, although not in another, 
for at my request a room has been given the boys 
where they can meet together and read of an even- 
ing. I have had the pleasure of sending them a 
quantity of ‘Testaments, tracts, etc., which they are 
putting to good use, and I am invited by the head of 
the firm to visit the plantation and conduct a mis- 
sion.” 


Equipping the ** World Secretaries.’°—As the result 
of the hearty. co-operation of The Sunday School 
Times and other publishers, each of the World's Sun- 
day School Association Secretaries in South America, 
Japan, Korea, China, Philippines, and the Moslem 
field have been supplied with a fine library of up-to- 
date Sunday-school books. Through the Surplus 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


rts from the Sunday-School Battle Fronts 


World Sunday-school news gethered under the direction of Frank L. Brown, Joint General Secretary of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, and Marion Lawrance, Secretary of the International Sunday School Association 


Material Department of the World’s Sunday School 
Association, and several Bible classes, it is expected 
that a stereopticon outfit will be provided for these 
fields, with several sets of slides showing the pengpese 
of Sunday-school work in America and throu t 
the world. This is one way to awaken these fields 
to the magnitude of the Sunday-school work, Classes 
interested to help in these plans can correspond with 
the World’s Sunday School Association, 216 Metro- 
politan Tower, New York City, 


A Korean School’s 240 Percent.—Three years ago 
in Mokpo, Korea, could be found 250 attending Sun- 
day-school each Sunday, which was practically the 
church membership of the place. A missionary vis- 
iting there recently to supervise some building opera- 
tions found in those same Sunday-schools an average 
attendance of 850, an increase in three years of 240 
persed. And these. are all enrolled by name and 
ooked after—usually, at least—if they are absent 
from one service. 

Imagine the results a few years hence when these 
children and adults—all children in instruction—have 
received a few years of teaching, and have felt the 
power and warmth of the love of him who said: 
‘* Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not.” The monthly meeting for workers in the 
local Sunday-schools at Mokpo is a small-sized con- 
vention in point of interest and spirit. 


Two Out of Three.—Efficiency in teacher-training 
has been realized in Jefferson County, New York, 
where, according to Dr. Joseph Clark, the State Gen- 
eral Secretary, there are 1,800 teachers at work, 1,200 
of whom hold diplomas. Watertown is the chief city, 


A New Sunday-School Standard.—A Uniform Stand- 
ard for Sunday-schools is in sight. After years of 
careful study and the holding of almost innumerable 
conferences, leaders of the International Sunday 
School Association and of the denominational Sun- 
day-school boards are close to an agreement whereb 
all Sunda y-5nogis may follow a common standard, 
This is a long «tep forward, and will result in econ- 
omy of promotion, and an increase of the ** desired 
product.” 


For the Negroes.— A School of Principles and 
Methods for Sunday-school Workers Among the Ne- 
groes during the coming season has been made pos- 
sible by the Executive Committee of the Interria- 
tional Sunday School Association through a vote 
taken at their annual meeting, February 17 and 18, 
in Louisville. More than $500 was subscribed by 
members present to make this needed work possible. 


The Superintendent’s Turn Coming.—The cry for 
help on the part of teachers and pupils in America’s 
Sunday-schools has been heard for many years, and 
every effort has been put forth to furnish an efficient 
system of training for them. But the world has been 
deaf to the call of superintendents and general offi- 
cers of the schools. The International Executive 
Committee, however, at its February meeting, 
adopted a resolution calling for the establishment of 
a division of administration for the training of Sun- 
day-school superintendents and other executive offi- 
cers of the school, this division to be recognized on 
an equal basis with the elementary, secondary, and 
adult divisions of Sunday-school work. 


England’s Schools in War-Time.—Sunday-schools 
in Great Britain are fighting gallantly, but they are 
feeling the growing strain of the war, according to 
the Sunday School Chronicle, ‘Their best workers 
and the very flower of the older scholars have left 
them. Secretaries, organists, leaders of all kinds 
have gone, and it is a tough struggle to keep things 
moving. On the other hand, tlfefe are encourage- 
ments. Young women and the veterans are working 
heroically; there is a deepening spirit of prayer; we 
have striking proofs in letters from the front of the 
— fruitage resulting from the Jabors of the past. 

unday-schools were never more needed and never 
better worth while. 


A Teen-Age Tour Party.—Teen-age problems are the 
‘‘talk of the hour.” A great interest in teen-age 
Sunday-school work has recently been developed 
through the conducting of International Tour No, 6, 
which in eleven days conducted ninety meetings in 
ten cities of three states, directly. addressing 27,545 
people (representing the Christian leadership of every 
community visited), and fulfifling every engagement 
according to schedule. 

A constructive teen-age program was presented by 
the Tour Party te 990 mmisters and superintendents, 
995 business men, 5,950 miscellaneous workers, and 
2,385 Older Boys and Girls. There were 8,000 chil- 


- sions. 





APRIL, 1, 1916 





dren present at the stereopticon meetings, 3,600 at 
the evening banquets, and 5.625 at the night mass 
meetings. 

The tour began February 22 at Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
and included ton, Hinghamton, Schenectady, 
Akron, Mansfield, Marion, Lima, Cincinnati, an 
Dayton, closing March 3. The included Wm, 
H. Danforth, John L. Alexander, Mrs. Katherine 
Willard Eddy, Grant Colfax Tullar, I. H. Meredith 
R Cashman, and representatives from each of 
the State Associations visited. Four thousand dol- 
lars was subscribed to state, international, and world- 
wide Sunday-school work, 
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The Hamill Memorial for Japan 


ace is under way in ie ry the first building 
for Sunday-school work and teacher-training to 
be erected in that empire and probably in all 
the Orient. And Sunday-school workers in North 
America have a peculiar interest in this new ‘‘ School 
of Religious Pedagogy and Bible Teacher Training,” 
because it was first sy a to by the late Dr. H, i. 
Hamill, President of the International Sunday 
School Association. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hamill visited Japan and Korea sev- 
eral years ago, and for five months held Sunday- 
school institutes in every part of Japan and Korea, 
They felt a deep love and admiration for the bright, 
interesting children of Japan, and saw the need of a 
forward step in training workers to teach these chil- 
dren, Though by no means a rich man, he and 
Mrs. Hamill voluntarily proposed to give $1,000 as 
the nucleus of a fund to erect a building for Sunday- 
school pedagogy atid teacher-training. ‘This school 
is to be known as the Hamill Memorial Building. 

Another fact that gives peculiar interest to this 
building is that it is being erected on the grounds of 
the famous Kwansei Gakuin, one of the most remark- 
able Christian educational institu tions in the lee 
Three Methodist ‘bodies united” it ‘this university 
project, but the influences go far beyond dénomita- 
tional lines. Founded twenty-seven years ago with 
an academy and a Biblical department, with only 
twenty-seven students, the magnificent campus now 
has nearly two score buildings, including the resi- 
dences of the teachers, and last year there were over 
eight hundred students enrolled in the Academy, the 
Theological Department, and the College. 

The Kwansei Gakuin is located in Kobe City, 
Japan’s famous seaport, with a population of 450,000, 
and which, with the near-by cities of Osaka, with its 
million and a quarter inhabitants, and Kioto, with 
350,000, forms the ‘* three city section ” that will play 
a leading part in the future development of the ad 
anese Empire. 

About twelve years ago the dean of the Theolog- 
ical Department, J. C. Calhoun Newton, an Ameri- 
can missionary who went to Japan twenty-seven 
years ago, introduced into the course of study Sun- 
day-school normal training, Sunday-school history, 
and other branches dealing with child pedagogy. 
Kwansei Gakuin was thus the pioneer in the Far 
East in Sunday-school training, and it is fitting that 
the first building specially dedicated to this work 
should be erected on the grounds of this institution, 

A neat, inexpensive, but substantial building of 
wood is planned, costing about $6,000, while the fur- 
nishing will cost $2,000 more. 

While this School of Religions Pedagogy and 
Bible Teacher Training will be under the auspices of 
the ——_ Methodist Sunday School Board, and of 
the Divinity.School of the Union Methodist: Univer- 
sity, of the Kwansei Gakuin, practically and in spirit 
the work offered ‘will be alike for: all Soadasad ool 
workers and Bible teachers of all churches and mis- 
Workers in any denomination may feel free 
to have a share in the completion of this enterprise. 

It is planned also to erect a small dormitory for the 
use of Sunday-school workers who may be at the 
University taking study courses for a longer or 
shorter time. The money has not yet been secured 
for this dormitory building, which will cost some 
$1,000 to $2,000. 

Originally it was hoped, that the Hamill Memorial 
Building should be dedicated at the time of the Eighth 
World's Sunday School Convention at Tokyo. ‘The 
Cenvention, which was scheduled for October 18 to 
26 of this year, has been postpuned until further no- 
tice, owing-to conditions abroad. The new Sunday- 
school building has been delayed also, awaiting the 
completion of the building fund. Let us pray that 
both of these world Sunday-school events may in due 
time come te pass-and start the streams of their in- 
fluence around: the world. 
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‘Missionary America in a War-Encircled City 


Light-houses in Constantinople and other places, as 
seen from the Missionary Watch Tower 


EARS ago an English diplomat in conversation 
with an American Secretary of State referred to 
Robert - The American premier in- 

quired, ‘*Where is that college?’’ The Britisher 
expressed great surprise at the American statesman’s 
ignorance, and then declared that he considered 
nobert College at Constantinople the greatest thing 
America had ever done in Europe. 

The fortunes of this institution, as they are seriously 
affected by the European conflict, were described by 
Dr. Bertram Van Dyke Post, physician to the college 
and professor of biology in its faculty, in an interview 
accerded the editor e the Missionary Watch Tower. 
Dr. Post is on, furlough after ten and a half years’ 
arduous service in the college, and is visiting his 
mother in Georgetown, D. C. Dr. Post is a true 
missionary son of the East, having been born in 
Beirut, where his father, Dr. George E. Post, was a 
professor in the Syrian Protestant College, now the 
American University. : 

Here are a few of the striking points emphasized 
by Dr, Post : 


Soon after the beginning of the war Turkey revoked the 
capitulations. While our own Government and others of 
the Great Powers have not accepted this revocation, the 
Turkish Government now proposes to place foreign schools 
and colleges on the same footing as Turkish institutions, 
for one thing claiming the right to supervise our course of 
instruction. ‘The authorities wish us to make the*Turkish 
language an obligatory study for all students. This puts a 
great difficulty in our way, as the Bulgarians, Greeks and 
students of various other nationalities, who flock to the 
institution in large numbers, do not care to acquire a 
knowledge of Turkish, if they are to return to their own 
countries, ‘Then, again, the Turks desire to tax all our 
property, not only our plant and equipment but the salaries 
of .the faculty. Every member of the teaching staff is 
obliged at present to pay a tax amounting to about § per; 
cent of his salary, 

The Turkish Government has also made a requirement 
that attendance upon religious services and instruction in 
the Bible shall not be obligatory upon students who are 
net Christians; that is, this rule must apply to Moslems 
and Jews, 

From far less than a hundred students annually in the 
early days of the college, the enrolment has grown to 550 
in 1913-14, the year before the war ; dropping to 441 in 
1914-15, the first year of the war, with 20 nationalities rep- 
resented, Greeks 177, Armenians 68, Bulgarians 64, 
Turks 55, Israelites 22, Albanians 12, etc., etc. It is a 
remarkable indication of the intense desire for the educa- 
tion that Robert College offers that, in spite of the increased 
difficulties of the situation because of the war,the College 
has enrolled at the present time about 500 students. No 
less remarkable are the friendly relations toward one 
another that the students of the warring nations have main- 
tained during these trying years. 


One of the most distinguished graduates of Robert 
College, for many years professor of the Bulgarian 
language and literature in that institution, is Hon. 
Stephan Panaretoff, now Bulgarian Minister at Wash- 
ington. 

Another graduate of the College is Mr. Michail 
Dorizas, of Greece, now pursuing a post-graduate 
course at the University of Pennsylvania. He is 
probably the strongest college athlete in the United 
States, being undefeated as a college wrestler. Dr. 
Post's face glowed with enthusiasm as he told of his 
friend’s attitude towards a vicious athlete who was 
unfairly striking him; ‘‘I could not strike him back,"’ 
said Dorizas, ‘‘because I am a Christian.'" Asked 
by a newspaper man when he did his special training, 
this clean-living, high-thinking young Greek replied : 
*s¥ do not have to train. I am always in perfect 
condition. Why should I not be?’’ 

Dr. Post quoted from President Gates’ latest report 
this note about the needs of the college : ‘One of the 
best forms of help which could be given to the college 
would be the investment of a sum of $100,000, the © 
interest on which could be used yearly in helping 
boys who cannot pay the school fees in full.’’ 

And Dr. Post added this story : ‘‘Our old Croat 
gardener, named Milo, whose bent back and kindly 
tace have been a familiar feature at Robert College 
fer a great many years, has just passed away. During 
ali these years, being a bachelor of saving habits and 
without dependent relatives, he has been able to lay 
by. the greater part of: his wages. Shortly before his 


death he made a will, leaving his long-accumulated 
savings to the College, to help needy students in ob- 
taining an education."’ 

+ 


Where Sugar is Fifty Cents a Pound 


T\R. POST'S statement of conditions in Constanti- 
nople, in the interview regarding Robert Col- 
lege quoted in ‘the foregoing article, is con- 

firmed by the report of Dr. A. R. Hoover, Medica’ 

Missionary for the American Board of Commissioners 

for Foreign Missions, who arrived from Constantinople 

in New York on January 6, as stated in the February 
number of the Missionary Herald. 

For the last seven months Dr. Hoover has been 
Director of the Red Cross work in Constantinople, in 
charge of 40 beds in the French Hospital, 120 beds 
in the British Hospital, and 556 beds in a hospital at 
the Military Barracks. While no one was actually 
starving, said Dr. Hoover, food was not to be had in 
abundance, 

‘* The war has raised the price of food and fuel,"’ 
said Dr. Post in speaking of this matter, ‘‘and both 
are scarce. A recent letter informs me that the price 
of coal of a poor grade is $25 per ton if it is to be had 
at all—so that it costs $130 a day for fuel to heat 
Robert College on cold days. Fortunately the winter, 
which lasts from about November to April, has been 
amild one, Coffee is impossible to find ; rice is said 
to be exhausted ; sugar costs fifty cents a pound, and 
can only be had upon the order of a physician, in 
small quantities. The Americans in the city are using 
chick peas in the place of coffee. The price of kero- 
sene oil is quoted at $1.50 per gallon,”’ 


< 
Evangelizing a City of Smells 


OT all missionary enterprise*can be prosecuted in 
the atmosphere of spices from Ceylon's Isle, 
and the city of. Wuchow, China, with its 100,000 
people, has recently been thoroughly evangelized, 
though every wind that blew carried the breath of 
that city’s ‘‘one hundred varieties of variegated 
smells’’ into the nostrils of the more than fifty volunteer 
evangelizers, who went out, apostolic fashion, two by 
two,. Fine! There is no better way tc get rid of the 
smells! Spiritual fumigation, evangelistic Gorgas- 
izing is what Wuchow needed. If Lot had done more 
of it Sodom would have escaped. 

The story is told by the Rev. R. A, Jaffrey, a 
pioneer of the Christian and Missionary Alliance in 
the Province of Kwang-si, who is now at home on 
furlough in Toronto, Canada. He is the son of a 
Canadian Senator. This evangelization was under- 
taken by all the Christians in the city, and an accu- 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


With the Soldiers.—‘‘ We have just closed a five- 
weeks’ campaign among the soldiers, in which there were 
over 1,450 professed conversions,’’ writes Mr. Ralph C, 
Norton, from London. 


A Sudan Harvest.—Nearly 250 converts from pagan- 
ism, a — of inquiry, and the first conversion in the Saba 
tribe, after four years-of seed-sowing, is the 1915 report 
from the Sudan Interior Mission. Four new missionaries 
were added to the working force, and others are ready 
to go. 


The Armenian Remnant.—To save the remnant of 
180,000 Armenian refugees reachable from Tiflis, says the 
February Missionary Herald, Dr. Samuel G. Wilson is 
there to administer the relief fund of $87,000 so far for- 
warded. Dr. F. W. Macallum and Mr. G. F. Gracey, of 
the American Board, have gone there to help. 


John Wesley’s Missionary Advice.—‘ What is the 
least evangelized field in the world?’’ Professor Harlan 
Beach was recently asked. ‘* East Afghanistan and 
‘Thibet,’’ answered this veteran whose knowledge of the 
mission field is unsurpassed. ‘‘The Moravians and the 
Church Missionary Society on the West, the China Inland 
Mission, and the Disciples on the East, and the Church of 
Scotland on the South have touched the edges, but there 
has been as yet no satisfactory penetration with the Gos- 
pel.”’ °**Go where the need is greatest,’ said John 
Wesley. 


By Howard A. Banks 





rate map of the city was made for the guidance of the 
workers. In two weeks every inhabitant had a Scrip- 
ture portion, a tract, and an invitation to a protracted 
meeting in Mr. Jaffrey’s church. At these meetings 
two hundred Chinese, nearly all men, some of them 
students of the government schools, came to the 
altar, and, kneeling, offered the prayer of the peni- 
tent. The campaign is still being followed up. 

For five years: Mr. Jaffrey’s church at Wuchow has 
been self-supporting, self-administering, and _ self- 
disciplining. About two hundred contributors give 
over $1,000 (Mexican) per year, or an average of 
five dollars per member, supporting their Chinese pas- 
tor and three other Chinese workers, supplying a sta- 
tion ten miles up the West River, and paying all the 
running expenses of the church. They also have a 
sinking fund from which eventually to buy their 
rented church building. 

Wuchow is the key to Kwang-si, with sixty walled 
cities in which there is no missionary. 


< 
Preventing Christ’s Coming 


S THE second coming of Christ contingent upon 
the fidelity of the Church to the Great Commis- 
sion, rather than upon a fixed decree of God? 

Can it be hurried by speedier world evangelization, 
or will it take place at a certain time set in the im- 
mutable counsels of the Almighty, though unknown to 
men ? 

This is the startling question asked by Mr. Ralph 
V. Bingham, of Toronto, one of the missionary lead- 
ers of Canada, in the January issue of The Evan- 
gelical Christian and Missionary Witness, of which 
he is editor. He answers the question in the affirma- 
tive, and. marshals Scripture to defend his argument 
that ‘‘we can ‘hasten the advent."' 

So virile is his argument that we almost feel-a sense 
of guilt, lest by. our lukewarmness in missions we 
have helped to keep Christ out of that grand prize 
which is coming to him, the joint occupation with his 
Church of the Throne of David, or lest we have de- 
layed a fire-scorched, blood-soaked, sin-scarred world 
from swinging forward into its Golden Age. 

The Scriptures teach the completion of the Church 
before the coming of the Lord. The Body must be 
fully grown to be joined to the Head, the Bride must 
be gathered ‘‘out of every kindred and tongue and 
people and nation'’ before the Bridegroom will ap- 
pear to present her to himself. 

‘*In the parable of the Marriage Supper,"’ says Mr. 
Bingham, ‘‘he [Christ] distinctly stated that ‘The 
wedding is ready,’ but the complement df guests were 
not there, indicating that the heavenly preparations 
were completed, but that the delay had arisen because 
of the failure of the earthly part of the preparation. 
The full complement of guests he would have, and if 
the bidden ones would not come then he would wait 
for others and send his messengers forth more urgently 
to compel the guests to come in."’ 

Confirmatory of this parabolic teaching, the article 
points out, is our Lord’s plain statement: ‘This 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
world for a testimony unte all the nations ; and then 
shalltheend come.’’ Peter intimates the contingency 
of the advent in his sermon after the healing of the 
lame man when he bade the people repent ‘that 
so there may come seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord; and ¢hat he may send the 
Christ... whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of restoration of all things."’ Mr. Bingham 
might have adduced another Scripture, that in which 
the writer of the Hebrews describes the ascended 
Christ as ‘expecting till his enemies be made the 
footstool of his feet.’’ 

‘The Prophetic Outline and the Missionary 
Problem’ is the title which Mr. Bingham gives his 
interesting study, only the fringes of which have been 
touched in this review. Ponder this statement of his : 

‘Undertaking missionary work without study of 
the prophetic teaching is like a builder without an 
architect erecting a building without plans. Study- 
ing prophecy without doing missionary. work is in 
contrast like an architect without a builder—devoting 
time to studving plans which are never executed. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


\]IKOLA TESLA last year named a number of 
scientific wonders that he believes are soon to 


be’ brought to pass in the electrical world. 
These included airsh ided from the earth 
wireless, the fitting up the ocean with elect 


lights, ate family making its own 1ce, irrigating 
the earth with sea water, annihilating fogs at will, 
aking a machine write by talking to it, taking pho- 
togeaphs of human thoughts by wireless. 
es, these would be wonders indeed. But are they 
as wonderful as the fact that a grown man, who has 
known about God for years and has worshiped him, 
who has found his own self-life, his lower nature, 
constantly getting the better of him and defeatin 
him in sin, is in a single moment completely deliv 
from the power of that sinful self-life, as the life of 
God fills him and enables him to live, while still in 
the body, as ives. 
That i« the ‘ scientific wonder " in to-day’s lesson; 
and it | happening every day wherever people let 
God briug it to pass, 


Our Background Material 
Why was the Holy Spirit sent into the world after 
esus had finished his work on earth? Get the views 
of the class; then give them the four fundamental 
ints of the answer made by Principal McNicol in 
is iNuminating article on page 213 in this issue. 
. The Holy Spirit is given directly to Gentile be- 
lievers in this week's lesson. il is one of the sym- 
bols or types throughout the Bible for the Holy Spirit. 
Oil was used for anointing; believers are anointed 
with the Holy Spirit (as in 1 John 2: 20, 27 and else- 
where), Remembering that Christian believers make 
up the Body of Christ, and that they are ‘priests 
unto his God and Father” (Rev. 1: 6), there is a 
wonderfully suggestive figure that has been pointed 
out in Psalm 133: 2: This Psalm refers to the fact 
mentioned in Leviticus 8; 12, the pouring of the 
anointing oi! upon Aaron's head. The Psalmist 
sings of 
««, , . the precious oi] upon the head, 
‘That ran down upon the beard, 
Even Aaron’s beard ; 
‘That came down upon the skirt of his garments.” 


It has been suggested that here is a type of the 
iving of the Holy Spirit to the whole company of 
lievers making up the Bedy of Christ, according to 
the steps in that process that we find recorded in the 
New Testament: first the anointing of Christ®the 
Head, when he was baptized at the Jordan (Matt. 
3: 16); second, the anointing of the Jews at Pente- 
cost (Acts 2: 2-4), who may be represented by the 
beard; third, the anointing of the Samaritans, half 
Jew and half Gentile (Acts 8: 17), represented by 
the garments; fourth, the Gentiles, in our lesson to- 
day (Acts 10 : 44), represented by the extreme edge 
of the garments, the hem or skirt. It is striking to 
notice that this Psalm, 133, is ‘on the theme ‘‘ How 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity!” (v. 1.). It was Christ who brought 
unity to the human race, creating ‘‘in himself of the 
two Trews and Gentiles] one newman... for through 
him we beth have our access i# one Spirit unto the 
Father” (Eph. 2: 15-18). Help. the class to realize 
hew vitally related the Old Testament and the New 
ate as one organic whole, 


The Lesson Itself 


} araieeterene* cneeee as conor rice posed, are . lenen-articies 
. res att en Certain paragr n 

nt thooe ortictes will tele quickly locating the aa r 

Notice that we use the entire tenth chapter of Acts 
as our lesson to-day, giving next Sunday (Easter) to 
the fifteenth or resurrection chapter of 1 Corinthians. 

Thre word-pictures, each a distinct cameo of 
Spirit-inspired literary beauty and perfection, make 
up the chapter. The first picture cameo, verses 1 to 
8; the second, verses 9 to 16: the third, which brings 
the first two pictures together, runs from verse 17 to 
the end of the chapter. 

What had Cornelius done to be saved, before the 
visit of Peter? Was he saved before Peter's visit ? 
What sort of man was he? Interesting facts are 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3, 4), Mrs. Baldwin 
(3, 4. §. 10); the latter writcr (1.2) describes a ‘‘ Cor- 

-nelius” in the Philippines, now in the Bible Institute 
where she and her husband are working. A pamphlet 
throwing much light on this question of Cornelius, 
entitled ‘* The Spiritual Condition of the Heathen,” 
by the Rev. Henry W. Frost, may he had from The 
China Inland Missioe. 64 West Chelten Avenue, Ger- 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


LESSON 3. APRIL 16. PETER, CORNELIUS, and the GOSPEL FOR THE GENTILES 
Acts 10. Commit verses 13-15, 44, 45. ™* patitg im 
Golden Text: There is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call upon him.—Romans 10 : 12 


[The portion of the text indicated by the Internationa] Lesson 
Committee in the lesson helps in connection with 
the April 16 lesson is Acts 10: 1-16. Verses 44 and 45 
are also printed below.) 


t Now ¢here was acertain man in Ceesarea, Cornelius by 
name, a centurion of the ' band called the Italian dand, 2a’ 
anes ae, See ote Oe Sane Gee ee on ggg 

we much alms to the people, to God always. 3 

¢ saw in a vision openly, as it ware a t the ninth hour of 
the day, an angel of coming in unto him and saying to 
him, Cornelius. 4 And he, fastening his eyes upon him, and 
being affrighted, said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto 
him, Thy prayers and thine alms are gone up for a memorial 
vefore 5 And now send men’ to Joppa, and fetch one 
Simon, who is surnamed Peter : 6 He lodgeth with one Simon 
a tanner, whose house is by the 7 And when the 
angel that spake unto him was departed, he called two of his 
household-servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited 
on him continually ; 8 and having rehearsed all things unto 
them, he sent them to Joppa. 

9 Now on the morrow, as they were on their journey, and 
drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to 
pray, about thesixth hour: 10 and e hungry, and 

red to eat: but while they made ready, he fell into atrance ; 
11 and he beholdeth the heaven opened, and a certain vessel 
descending, as it were a great sheet, let down by four corners 
upon the earth: 12 wherein were all manner of fourfooted 
beasts and creeping things of the earth and birds of the heaven. ’ 
13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter, kill and eat. 
14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord ; for I have never eaten any- 
thing that is common and unclean. 15 And a voice came unto 
him again the second time, What Ged hath cleansed, make 
not thou common, 16 And this was done thrice : and straight- 
way the vessel was received up into heaven... . 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Spirit fell 
on all them that heard the word. 45 And they of the circum- 
cision that believed were amazed, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

1 Or, cohort 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated os bold-face figures. 

Verse 1.— Where was Cesarea? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3; 
Rogers, 1.) What was a ‘‘centurion,’’ and what was a 
** band ’’? (Griffith, Thomas, II, 3; Rogers; 2, 3) 

Verse 2.—Was Cornelius a Jew? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
4; Baldwin, 3.) Did the fact that he was a devout’ man, 

ave alms, and prayed to God save him? (Griffith Thomas, 
I, 4,5; Baldwin, 4.) 

Verse ee is meant by ‘tin a vision openly’ ?: 
(Griffith Thomas, EH, 4,5. What was the ninth hour of 
the day? (Griffith Thomas, H, §.) 

Verse 7.—Does this suggest that the angel actually ap- 
peared, or was it merelya vision? (Griffith Thomas, I], §.) 

Verse 14.—What does Peter mean by ‘that which is 
common or unclean”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6; Bryner, 1; 
Baldwin, 8; Rogers, 4:) 

Verse 16.—What was the vision repeated three times? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 








mantown, Philadelphia, or 507 Church Street, To- 
ronto, Canada, at 3-cents, or 30 cents a dozen. 

It has been well said that there are two conversions 
recorded. in this chapter: that of Cornelius and of 
Peter. Have the class fully discuss Peter’s need of 
“conversion,” or turning. Was it a new thought to 
the Jews that the Gentiles were to come into the 
Chureh of Christ? No; Dr...Grifith Thomas (1) 
makes this plain. The new and astounding truth 
was that the Gentiles could be saved and Spirit-filled 
members of the Body of Christ without first becomin 
Jews. What the Jews up to this time had believe 
concerning the Gentiles and their relationship to God 
is discussed by Mrs. Baldwin (8, 9). 

It was not strange that Peter was startled or horri- 
fied at the command to satisfy his hunger from that: 
sheet (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 6)y.note the Scripture 
references. Was Peter irreverent when he argued 
with God **Not so, Lord”? Notice Mr. Ridgway's 
(2) answer. 

When finally Peter had seen the truth, and deliv- 
ered his message to the eager, waiting household of 
Cornelius, what truth did he declare? . ‘Salvation 
through faith” is the theme of his sermon. Three 
~* points or truths in the sermon are noted by 

r. Griffith Thomas (II, 8). A striking illustration 
of gg anger by faith,” which the class can re- 
member, is given in the Round Table (2); other 
Round Table illustrdtions this week are of unusual 
value. 

It was the Gentiles’ Pentecost (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 9); and in this case they were not baptized until 
after they had recived the gift of the Holy Spirit (vs. 

» 47). 

Peter had again used the keys: first opening the 
Gospel to ny? args (Acts 2), now opening it to the 
Gentiles (see Matt. 16: 19). 


is here treated as the 
will be made next week's (Es 
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The Truth That Is Golden 
can, in a moment of 


Any cane in this age of arenes 
time, have every blessing in the ve 
places (Eph. ie All that any one needs to do i 
that which a little child can do: just turn himself 
over to Christ and believe that Christ is wholly trust- 
worthy. Remember that this is equally true of sal- 
vation and of victory,—that is, of om from the 
penalty of our sins, and freedom from the er of 
our sins; of our justification and of our sanctification ; 
of our standing and of our state; of our receiving 
Christ and of our walking in him (Col. 2:6), These 
Gentile believers entered into the whole wonderful 
experience of ‘‘the life that is Christ” in a single 
moment. Why should not weall? Why should we 
stay out of any spiritual blessing that intends: 
for all believers? If we will cease to make these 
matters complicated, and recognize the simplicity of 
both entering in and remaining in, we may enjoy all 
our possessions in Christ now and continually. 


Teaching Points 

The absurdity of any one man, in this age of grace, 
looking down on another, is well illustrated in the Illus- 
tration Round-Table (3). , 

We do not need to agonize for our salvation (Round- 
Table, 3). 

It is not the vessel, but what is in it, that determines its 
rank or position (Round-Table, 4). 

Works do not save a man; but works done in the spirit 
of Cornelius show God what that man’s attitude toward 
God is (v. 4). 

God deals differently with men in his different ages or 
dispensations. What is wrong in one dispensation may be 
right in another, and vice versa, God here asks, in the 
dispensation of grace, a Jew to do what he had forbidden 
Jews to do in the dispensation of law. There are ‘* dis- 
pensational sins,’’ 

Notice what vital use God makes of men in his service, 
He told Peter through the three messengers things that he 
had not told him in the vision, He tells Cornelius through 
Peter things that He had not told Cornelius in his vision, 

Notice a striking word about Jesus’ resurrection body in’ 
verses 40, 41, and prepare to discuss this more fully on 
Easter Sunday. 

Put Peter’s word in verse 43 alongside of John 3:16; is 
it practically the same? 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What shows the great importance of this Cornelius inci- 
dent as the Holy Spirit records it? (Griffith Thomas, I, 2.) 

Was Peter right or wrong to have counted Gentiles 
‘*unclean’”’ before this time? 

What was the hopeful thing about Cornelius before he 
was saved? (Mrs. Baldwin, 6.) 

Why did not the angel tell Cornelius about Christ as the 
way of salvation? (Mrs. Baldwin, 7.) 

Does God ever reveal Christ to unsaved persons without 
using a human being or the printed page todo so? (Mr. 
Frost’s pamphlet, mentioned earlier in this article, gives 
interesting evidence on this question.) 

Who of your ancestors was the first one to receive the 
Gospel? (Cornelius, for those whoare not Jews.) 

Can we get as definite answers to our prayers to-day as 
Cornelius got to his? 

In what way are Christians to-day in ag of legalism? 

Should every Christian know when he was saved? 
Should he know ¢haé he is saved? How can he? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Easter Lesson: The Risen Christ (z Cor. 15). 


If some one should stop you on the street and. ask 
you to explain in a few words what you. mean by, 
** Phe Gospel of Jesus Christ,” what answer do yon 
think-you would make? ‘Think this over between 
new and next Senda. 408 bring your answer on a 
slip of paper. Find Paul’s answer, in as few words 
as possible, in our lesson chapter, 1 Corinthians 15, 

hat does Easter Sunday stand for to you? What 
does it mean to most people? Think this over care- 
fully, and be ready to give your views next Sunday 
in class, 

Could not Christ’s work of redemption have been 
done just as satisfactorily if there had been no res- 
urrection of the body ? Why dbes Paul so insist- 
ently declare (vs. 14-19) that the whole Gospel mes- 
sage falls to pieces if Christ was not raised ? 


When are believers to be raised from the dead? 

Is death a friend or an enemy to believers? Why? 

Is the literal, physical body to be raised from the dead ? 

What definite facts are known as to the character of the 
resurrection body? 

When is death swallowed up in victory? 
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Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





'DROBLEMS for solution in mathematics are very 
[’ familiar, but it is not always realized that there 
yy ‘also problems in the Spiritual realm, dealing 
with , th ; and ecclesiastical matters, 
which often call for definite solution. One of these 
occurred in the early Church, and was with refer- 
ence to Gentiles partakers of Christianity. 
There was no real difficulty as tothe fact of their 
entrance into the Church, because Christ had spoken 
of ‘all nations” (Matt, 28:19; Luke 24; 47) and had 
told his disciples that they were to be his witnessés 
*‘unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1: 8), 
Even Simeon, when Jesus Christ was an infant, 
ace him as ‘‘a light to lighten the Gentiles 
(Luke 2:32). But it was a serious question about the 
precise Zerms or conditions on which these Gentiles 
were to enter the chureh. Were they to enter by 
the gateway of Judaism, pronase 100% first? Or 
were they to be permitted to enter direct on exactly 
the same terms as the Jews? This was the supreme 
; prea and it was settled in ‘the story of Cornelius, 
t — it was also very acute for several years dur- 
ing the ministry of Paul. We must now see how 
the matter was decided. (1) ; 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 
. Con .—The stay of Peter at Joppa (9: 43) was 
a step in the direction of the events now to be con- 
sidered. ‘The time had come to face the problem of 
Gentile entrance into the Church of Christ, and as 
Peter had opened the kingdom to the Jews on the 
Day of Pentecost, so now he was to be the instrument 
of opening the way to the Gentiles (Matt. 16: 19). 
Ramsay points out that the space given to the story 
of Cornelius shows its importance, for not only is it 
described with far greater detail than any other in- 
cident, but parts of the story are given twice or 
oftener. ‘lhe only other incident of this kind is the 
conversion of Paul, where, again, repetition shows 
importance. (Ramsay, ‘Pictures of the Apostolic 
Church,” p, 98, Sunday School Times Co., $1.50). (2) 

The. Book.—This story is included in the third 
section from g: 32 to 12:24, which is almost entirely 
concerned with the way in which Gentiles. were re- 
ceived into Christian fellowship. One writer thinks 

that it is difficult to believe Peter could have treated 
’ Gentile Christians in Antioch as unclean (Gal. 2: 11- 
15) after his vision at Joppa, and it is, therefore, 
urged that Paul’s opposition to Peter at Antioch 
must have taken place before this story of Cornelius. 
(‘*The Early Jewish Christian Chureh,” by. Still, 
Text-Books for Bible Classes: Publication Office, 
United Free Church of Scotland, Edinburgh. Part 
I, pp. 119-121; 6d.) 

Bete. it is thought that this was about A.D. 44. 
Stirling ‘‘ Atlas,” p. 6, Nos, 7-11. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York City, 40 cents.) 


Il. The Lesson A 
The story is so full of detail that the greatest care 

must be taken to avoid small points, and attention 

concentrated on the outstanding issues. 

The Gentile Preparation (vs. 1-8).—Cesarea was 
about thirty miles north of Joppa, on the sea-coast, 
and it was built by Herod the Great in honor of the 
‘Empe Cesar. Augustus, It became the eapital 
‘city and a place of great importarice: Philip was 
already there (8: 40), and it may be that Cornelius 
knew something of him. It remained Philip’s pér- 
manent home (21: 8). Cornelius is called acenturion, 
one who had command of a hundred men. He was 
a Roman, ahd was with the troops situated there to 
maintain the authority of Rome. 

The centurions mentioned in the New Testament 
‘seem all to have beén men of genuine disposition 
(Matt. 8: 5-10; 27:54; Acts 22: 25; 27: 1, 3, 42). The 
character of the manis strikingly described, _He was 
a man ot.piety, of.true practise; and of prayer. Not 
only so; but his influence was decidedly good in re- 
gard to hisown house, to his soldiers (v. 7), and to 
the Jews (v. 22). He did not join as ‘a Jewish prose- 
tyte, though he seems ‘to have: been infivenced for 
the true.God. His is one of the finest characters in 
the New Testament, and, remembering the cireum- 
stances, he, has few superiors as a man. (4) 

The vision he had was at one of the Jewish hours 
of prayer; three o’clock)in the afternoon (3: 1), and a 
spiritual revelation from God assured him that his 
prayers and alms had not been forgotten. He was 
told what to do and at once he responded, sending 
what we should now call an ‘‘orderly,” one who 
waited on him with personal service. The prompt 
obedience of Cornelius, in spite of the strangeness 
and unlikelihood of the information, is particularly 
noteworthy. (5) 

ihe Jewish Perception (vs. 9-16).—Meanwhile at 
yoppa Peter was on the flat roof of the house of the 
tanner, and it was about mid-day. Like Corne- 


lius, he ope “gr ~*~ new eg nig Liae ie was 
at yer. nteresting a vision cor- 

oan with Peter's sical needs; and in a 
trance (10:10) in which he was carried beyond the 
ordinary action of his senses (2 Cor. 12: 2-4) he saw 
the heavens opened and a sheet let down to the 
earth containing all manner of animals and creeping 
things. In the vision a voice told him to satisfy his 
hunger, a command which would be startling to 
Jewish ears, and it is not eucprising that. Peter re- 
plied that it was im e. He was evidently as- 
tonished, if not horrified, at the very suggestion, 
because it was entirely o: to all his religious 
ideas. The law of Moses prescribed certain animals 
as fit for food and others as unfit (Lev. 11; 20: 25; 
Deut. 14: 3-21), and the Jews were particularly care- 
ful to observe this distinction. This was one of the 
main reasons why they would not associate with 
Gentiles who did not observe them. (6) 

But God was teacliing Peter by this special reve- 
lation that the old differences were at an end, andit 
is now a sin to ‘‘ make common” what God has puri- 
fied (Mark 7:15). Three times over, for emphasis, 
this was done, and Peter was taught his lesson. (7) 

The Divine Providence (vs. 17-29).—In the midst 
of Peter’s perplexity the messengers from Cornelius 
arrived, and while Peter was yet pondering what he 
had seen the Holy Spirit definitely told him to meet 
the men and go with them without hesitation.” He 
soon learned about Cornelius and the reason why 
they had been sent, and after. showing them hos 
pitality that day he went with them to Cesarea, It 
is interesting to notice that Peter took the precaution 
of having with him six poy Christians as eye- 
witnesses of what might follow (10: 45; I1: 12). 

It was necessary to know precisely what was the 
meaning of Cornelius’ request, for it was decidedly 
against the law, or at least against custom, to have 
any such association with Gentiles. The Jews evi- 
dently had elaborated their system of exclusiveness 
far’ beyond ‘the simple requirements: of the law of 
Moses. ‘And thus the ’two men were’ brought to- 

ether in a simple yet. wonderful way in the provi- 

ence of God. The\purpose of God'was striking in 
the intention of breaking down barriers and bringing 
in blessings. The f/an of God was wondintolp 
simple in its process and in its naturalness. | ‘The 
power of God, as we shall see, was sufficient in ar- 
ranging all circumstances and accomplishing: the re- 
sults. Judaism had been a help to Cornelius to lead 
him to think of the true God, but it was already 
proving a hindrance to Peter by preventing him from 
enlarging his heart's sympathy. 

The Gentile Presentation (vs. 30-33).—Cornelius 
soon told his story and expressed his readiness to 
hear what God had to say through the mouth of 
Peter. His expectation was fixed on God himself, 
even though Peter was the mouthpiece (Psa. 62: 5; 
1 Thess. 2: 13). 

The Jewish Proclamation (vs. 34-43).—Then came 
Peter’s sermon in which three special points were 
emphasized: (1) God’s character was realized (vs. 
34-36). as at once impartial, observant, and loving. 
Cornelius was already a worshipper of the true 4 
and he‘was accepted in order to obtain further bless- 
ing in Christ. The great lesson is that all partiality 
was done away with, that God looked with no dis- 
tinetive favor on any race or class (Rom. 2:11; Eph. 
6:9; Col. 3:25; Jas. 2:1). (2) God’s love was re- 
counted (vs. 36-42) in the story uf the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. ~ (3) God's Gospel was revealed 
v. 43) by showing Christ as the Judge and the 

aviour and offering him for acceptance through 
faith for forgiveness. (8) 

The Divine Proof (vs. 44-48).—Peter was still 
speaking whén the’ Holy Ghost descended, thereby 

ving a sign from heaven equally when Jewish be- 

levers were admitted to the privileges of the king- 
dom. This was the Pentecost of the Gentiles, and 
is all the more striking, because as yet they had not 
professed. their faith through baptism. |Here was the 
— beyond dll question that the Gentiles were no 
onger to be regarded as ‘‘common and unclean.” (9) 

The — Christians with Peter were naturally 
astonished at what had happened, and it was inevi- 
table that the Gentiles should be baptized, for no one 
could refuse them immediate admission to the visible 
church of Christ. They. had received the Holy 
Spirit, as well asthe Jews, and thus the great truth 
was taught that Jewand Gentile were to be perfectly 
equal in the Gospel dispensation. No national or 
social distinctions could be permitted to hinder this 
brotherhood of believers. As a further pyoof of 
Peter’s brotherly love, he stayed and lived with 
them, doubtless also using the opportunity to instruct 
these new converts still further in the truths of the 
Gospel. 


* 217 


1. Central Truths 

Both Golden Texts emphasize the great lesson of 
the universality of the Gospel (Rom. 10:12; Acts 
ro: 34, 35). We must, therefore, see in this our war- 
rant for world-wide evangelization as we think of 
thé Gospel for pa? Sai , 

1. Christ for Ail/.—This truth is seen all through 
to be (1) necessary, Even a good man like Cornelius 
must receive Christ. Although pious, reverent, in- 
fluential, liberal, prayerful, and obedient, thereby 


living up to his light, it was not enough. ee 
and stianity are not s ymous terms. e 
best of e really need Christ as their Saviour. 


(2) Sufficient. There is nothin 
je soul’s t needs. 7 . 
on or power or peace or anything else in the 
Peisittal life, Christ is all. (3) Accessible. This, 
too, is clearly seen in the story, for first by the Word 
and then by the Spirit Christ was made real to Cor- 
nelius and friends. He heard the truthof Christ, 
the specific message of Christianity. Then he ac- 
ce the salvation of Christ by contact with the 
Divine Mediator, Then he experienced the Spirit of 
Christ as the fount of holiness, (4) Satisfying, 
Thus he was assured of the forgiveness of sins, had 
a fuller revelation of God's love, became conscious of 
larger ideas of truth, and learned tie secret of 
living. So Christ for all isto be accepted and en- 


beyond Christ for 
ether we think of 


oyed. 

: 2. Allfor Christ.—This is to be considered from 
the standpoint of the worker on behalf of missions, 
(1) Our p cer vie must slways be to win men every- 
where for Christ. (2) Our g/ea@ in all things is that 
Christ should be accepted as the Saviour and friend 
of those to whom we go. (3) Our er will ever 
be in proportion as we yield everything to Christ 
and determine that he shall be known far and wide. 
(4) Our feace-will constantly be-associated with the 
whole-hearted surrender of ourselves to the 

and our enthusiastic determination to make him 
known everywhere ‘for the obedience of faith.” 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


. The Gentile Preparation (John 4: 19-26). 
. The Jewish Perception (Isa. 60: B11). 
The Divine Providence (Isa. 43 : 1-13). 
The Gentile Presentation (Eph. 3 : 1-11). 
. The Jewish Proclamation (Rom. 2: 6-16). 
. The Divine Proof (1 Tim. 2: 1-8). 


Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronro, 





The entire 10th chapter of Acts is made this, 
week's lessonin The Sunday School Times ; 
next week (Easter) the resurrection truth of 
the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians will be made 
the lesson. 











The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The High: Place.—Peter went up upon the house- 
top to pray. ... And he beholdeth the heaven opened 
(vs. 9, 11). Did you ever try going up-garret to 
pray? Try it some day, and if you can get by an 

m window where you can look up into the blue so 
much the better. Christ’s preference for a praying- 
place-seems to have been a mountain-top. I think 
oe of the: finest of the- Tissot pictures is that oue 
showing the mountain-top, with the dark figure of 
the Master outlined against the night oky with out- 
stretched arms praying for a lost world, ido not 
know why it should be such an uplifting exercise to 
climb up to a high place to get alone with God, If 
heaven ever opens to you it will probably be when 
you have gone up to pray. It was on a mountain- 
top that heaven opened to Christ himself, and Moses 
and Elijah stepped out of glory for a little talk with 
him (Matt. 17: 1-3). Peter was on a business trip 
such as you and I often take. Peter’s business was 
no. longer to sell fish, but te plant churches. Peter 
nee guidance from heaven just as much to spread 
Christianity as you need it to spread dry-goods, gro- 
ceries, hardware, machinery, or whatever is your 
line, Peter had acquired the habit of going up.and 
asking God abeut things. He always got the direc- 
tion he needed, - So will you every time if you culti- 
vate the same habit. Success in evangelism, aud 
success in business both work out on the same line. 
** Ask the man” (Jas. 1 : 5). 


Little Children.— Vo? so, Lord; for I have never 
caten.anything that is common or. unclean (vy. 14). 
How familiar these old saints used to be with God. 
Remember how Abraham argued with him in the Old 
Testament (Gen. 18 : 23-33). And here is Peter at it 
in the New Testament. Some preachers who have 
no revivals in their churches, and some laymen who 
have never once spoken to a neighbor or business as- 
sociate about his soul, are finding fault with Billy 
Sunday’s way of praying to God, Billy talks to 
God, in whose service he is doing such tremendous 
work, just as these Bible saints talked. Billy knows 
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God. Billy tells God all about it simply as Billy 
Sunday, his own everyday self. And why not? If 
a sun cannot be familiar with his father, then who? 
Do you want your little Jack to come in and talk to 

ou like a school-teacher, or like little Jack-a-napes, 

is own simple self? Do you want him to put in all 
the grammar and pronunciation, with “lawf” for 
laff, ‘‘nyether” for kneether, patie his ‘‘ aiches” 
and sounding his ‘‘ings” like the protessor of elocu- 
tion? Well, ess not! You just love to have the 
little shaver, and all, cuddle up to you and be 
nothing, but his dear little ragamuffin self, because 
he knows you so well and trusts you so dearly, I 
think this is the way God wants all his little Jacks 
and his little Jills to be with him. The men who 
walked with God in the old days and the men who 
walk with God in these days can teach us a thing or 
two (Matt. 18: 3; 1 Kings 3: 7). (1) 


‘The — What God hath cleansed, make 
not thou common (vy. ¥%). 1 have just spent the even- 
ing with two men who, by the police records, are the 
worst crooks in the land. One old fellow has spent 
thirty years in jail for burglary, and is put down as 
one the most dangerous criminals in the land, 
The other and younger man has a record in New York 
City unsurpassed wickedness. These two men 
for whom the word ‘“‘common” would have been 
highly honorable are always welcome to the best I 
have te = { home. They are friends whom I highly 
esteem. I have alot more of the same aristocratic 
sort. I have _ written to one to-day who was on a 
drunk for a whole year, Why rejoice in such friends ? 
Because God has cleansed them all as thoroughly as 
he has cleansed you. Whom God has cleansed call 
not THov unclean. ‘These are the nobles who will 
surround the throne and grace the court in the New 

erusalem, These are they who will glitter with 

ewels, for they are out nightly saving men. God 

as no common stuff. Anything common is strictly 
a man-made affair. The only “common” yee le we 
have are those made by man and the Devil. Fuse as 
many of them will be found under ‘old Colonial” 
roofs and in limousines as under tenements and in 
trolley cars. Only one real aristocracy. The nobility 
of Heaven (Rev. 7: 14-17; Dan. 12: 3). (2) 


Among Roman West Pointers.—/esus of Nazareth 
-.. who went about doing good (v. 38). Whatever 
else the friends of Cornelius knew or did not know 
about the young preacher from Nazareth, there was 
probably no question with them about his being a 
man who went about doing good. Even Herod knew 
that, and wanted to see him do some of. it (Luke.23: 
8). And a throne is about the slowest and last place 
to Bet news of those. who do good. So the divinely 

uided Peter at once adopts the true teaching method. 

e begins with what they did know to lead them into 
that which they did not know. Cornelius’ friends 
were of such sort as a military officer of rank and 
ample means and high character would naturally 

other around him. Daddy Tiber was the Uncle 

am and Johnny Bull of that ancient day ‘‘ when to 
be a Roman was greater than a king” (as we used 
to tell the audience on Friday afternoons in the little 
red schoolhouse). You couldn’t fool Roman officers 
in Asia any more than you can hoodwink American 
officers in the Philippines or British officers in India. 
It is their business to be *‘on.” Back of every deed 
must be a doer. Buck of every good deed a good 
doer. ‘These Roman West Pointers would catch on 
to the argument. Besides, these officers were in the 
finest kind of position to weigh and prove out every 
statement of fact Peter would make. They were on 
the spot, and army information is always accurate. 
It just has to be. 


Easter.— Every one that believeth on him shall re- 
cetve remission of sins (v. 43). A good judge will 
sometimes send a man home to his family as will- 
ingly as lock him up inthe ‘‘ cooler.” But the offender 
generally thinks of a judge as a punisher. ‘God 
Shail ju you!” cries the injured one, ‘There 
sits a Judge that no king can yt ol But there is 
a time when there will be nothing doing in the way 
of punishment. There is a way of escape so easy 
that every one of these Roman officers believed and 
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Little won- 
der it was a great shock to the Jews tosee their hated 
masters come into the rest prepared for THE people 
of God (Heb. 4:9). It had been hoped the Messiah 
when he came would drive these despised Romans 
into the sea and free the land from their-yoke forever. 
Instead here Heaven blesses the Romans. It is a 
ees! hard jolt for some of the fine folks up at St. 

omebody’s to discover that men from the down-and- 
outs at the mission can have the same assurance of 
heaven at the instant of faith and confession. To 
find that a ‘“‘Remember me” opens the gates of 
pearl just as quickly as a long ancestry, a big in- 
come, and a church-membership. Heaven is the 
cheapest place to get to in the whole universe. To 
get to Caln or Pomeroy I have to pay a nickel or a 
_dime even though they are so close by. To get to 

Heaven, no matter who you may be, you have only 

to speak one word, * Credo." By that word the king. 
of bums enters the company of saints (Luke 23 : 42; 
Rom. 10: 9, 10). (3) 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


| LL ORTES TIO ae seas, Giri dae oo in 
three full é La 
comi bie hey olor ae oe r atvall. Do wot 
submit illustrations without first securing a circular that ex- 
plains the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calen- 
dar, which will be sent for a two-cent . All readers are 
invited to assist in the conduct of thisdepartment. One dollar 
is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and two 
dollars for the best illustration each week. 


In Our Set.—Zhere is no distinction be- 
tween Jew and Greek (Golden Text). ‘* No, I don’t 
speak to him,” said the convicted banknote counter- 
feiter. ‘** He's hardly in our set. He is in here for 
making bogus nickels.” At some future time these 
men may come to fear God, then both shall find that 
God is no respecter of persons.—From the Coates- 
a ayes Sent by F. B. Force, Phoenixville, 

a. (i 


What Made Them Safe.—\Zhere is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek ; for the same Lord is Lord 
of all, and ts rich unto all them that call upon him 
(Golden Text), Some one has said that a little fi 
in Noah's ark was just as safe as anelephant. It 
was not the elephant’s size and strength that made 
him safe; it was the ark that saved both elephant 
and fly. It is not your righteousness, your 
works, that will save you. ich or r, learned or 
uniearned, you can saved only by the blood of 

hrist.—From D. L. Moody. nt by Mary E£. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. (2) 


The Common Mistake.— Zhe same Lord is Lord of 
all, and ts rich unto all that call upon him (Golden 
Text). Spurgeon once set the “ar of salvation very 
simply before a young woman. She was a long time 
in grasping the truth, but when she did, and joy filled 
her heart, she exclaimed: ‘‘I never thought that 
ere could find peace in this way! I always be- 
ieved that one must almost go to hell to get to 
heaven,.”—From The United Methodist. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. (3) 


The Gospel Call.— Zhe same Lord is Lord of ald 
(Golden Text). A little boy, says Mary E. Watson 
of Hartford, who saw for the first time the sign, 
‘*Common,” in Boston at the entrance of the great 
park known as Boston Common, called out joyfully, 
*“*Itdoesn't say, ‘ Keep Off the Grass’; it says, ‘Come 
on!’’’ And this is the Gospel invitation,—not ‘‘ Keep 
off,” but ‘*Come on!"”— Sent dy James D. Lawson, 
Charlottetown, P. £. J. 


Alexander’s Secret.— And when the angel... was 
departed, .... he sent them to Joppa (vs. 7, 8). The 
answer of Alexander the Great to one who asked 
him how he was ever victorious was, ‘‘ Simply by 
not nang How many forget this in regard to 
spiritual things,—ever putting off, intending to 
come to God, but at a more convenient season,— 
almost Christians, but not so altogether.—From 7 he 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


Not the Vessel, but Its Contents.— What God hath 
cleansed, make not thou common (v.15). A mission- 
ary in the Punjab took her Bible woman to visit some 
of the villages. This is what she heard her saying 
to the crowds: ‘‘In your houses you people have 
many vessels, some made of brass, some of wood, 
some just of earth. But when you put géee (butter) 
into an earthen vessel, you set it on a shelf in a place 
of honor close to the brass vessels or even above 
them. I was a poor earthen vessel; but God put his 
Spirit in me, and raised me, and set me in a higher 
place."—From The Bible in the World. Sent by 
/. B. James, Toronto, Canada, The prize for this 
week ts awarded to this illustration. (4) 


. 
Oriental Lesson -Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HOSE house is by the seaside (v. 6). His house 
was evidently beside his place of work, as b 
Jewish law a tannery had to be on the outskirts 
of the town. It was not merely because the smell was 
offensive to those in neighboring houses, but because 
some of the ingredients used for the dyes were cere- 
monially unclean and must be a certain distance from 
a synagogue. (l) 
have never eaten anything that ts common and 
unclean (v. 14). Jewish food lay botween what was 
prohibited as unclean, such as the flesh of the pig, 
and what was sacred because of its use in sacrifice, 
such as the fat of kidneys. These restrictions as to 
food are the chief subject of synagogue literature 
and the bulwark of Jewish nationality. A modern 
application of legal whimsicality is that a cup of tea 
as oy 5 both sugar and milk is unclean. The 
bullock’s blood used in the purification of the sugar 
might have been that of the calf belonging to the 
cow that gave the milk, and this would come under 
the cransgression of boiling a kid in its mother's milk 
(Exod. 34: 26), It was a startling departure from 
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use and wont when a man of - birth and edu- 
cation declared that the Kingdom of God is not eating 
See felt down ae end worshiped 
oer Neha. the suppli- 
cant down and the s of his bene- 
factor. A modern. to say: 
“Let me kiss your feet,” an offer which is cour- 
connelp destined anh he tateaiont accepted as the 

n ordinary salutation of an inferior to a supe- 
sine sae aos. is ose out the hand toward 
e feet, person saluted as that 

be kneeling there, and then to touch his ow 

breast and as offering the complete service of 

heart and brain to the person thus saluted. Corne- 

lius laid aside his Roman superiority in thus acting 

* 2 ae in the presence of a great religious 
er, 


person, or even glancing at his face, was forbidden, 
ng to the rabbi interpretation of Psalm 
1:12. To the Gentile the Jew was religion without 


humanity, and to the Jew the Gentile was humanity 
without religion, the abolition of this mutual 
hatred was one of the first triumphs of the Gospel. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


A FEW minutes’ walk from Jaffa’s market square, 
which we visited last week,-takes one to a little 
old stone building near the sea-beach. It is 

owned now by Mohammedans and used as a place of 

prayer, but Christians too visit the place in great 
numbers, because it is believed to stand on the site 
of the house of Simon the tanner (Acts 10: 6). The 
little courtyard is especially interesting, because there 














MAP PATENT No, 656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


we may see ancient stone steps leading from the 
yard up to just such a flat roof as the one where Peter 
went to pray (Acts 10:9, 10). A stereograph gives 
us our own chance to see this place with our own 
eyes. 

The ground is partly covered with big flat paving 
stones. At our left the house itself stands—a low 
stone structure with barred windows. The stairway 
ascends in acorner of the courtyard, its summit hidden 
by the ragged branches of an oid fig-tree. We notice 
a well near the foot of the stairs, and a big stone 
trough or basin close by, where devout Moslem vis- 
itors wash their hands as a symbol of spiritual cleans- 
ing, before saying their prayers. 

hough the details we see are comparatively mod- 
ern, it is possible that Peter actually was a guest 
here at the time when he kad that wonderful vision. 
Here the messengers of Cornelius found him. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ House of Simon the 
Tanner ; Jaffa. 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereograph will be found a most practical help in makin 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-four places be visit 
during 1916; the forty-four ste phs cost $7.33, and, if all 


are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is, 


ven free. Eleven places are to be visited and described in 
the lessons of this second quarter; cost $1.84. The five for 
April cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order cost 20 cents 
each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Express or postage is 
foe on all orders for stereosco and stere Ss. 

zantern slides of the same scenes can be obtained. Plain 
slides, so cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, §r. 10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more, prices are: plain slides, 
40 cents; sepia-tinted, cents ; colored, $1. Address The 
een School Times Company, 1031 Walaut St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

% 


Superintendents will be interested in a little 
book, ‘A Prayer Before the Lesson,” by Philip E. 
Howard, containing nearly one hundred and fifty 
brief hagedea The “ae ts fifty cents postpard 
from The Sunday School Times Company. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 16 (Acts 10) 


From the Platform 


olen es our common needs, ~ | 


us, we y thee, in close and 

fello with those whom thou art to 
save. ay we not regard ourselves in 

pride as contamin touch with them, but | 


may we catch the spirit of thy world-wide Gos- 


pel, counting no man of the word 
that tps bem given we i Cleanse us, 
we pray thee, in order we, may deliver thy | jo 
message of cleansing. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever tried 
to think of the number of new things Peter 
had to learn as a follower of Christ? He 
had to learn that there was a better kind of 
fishing than he had ever found in the Sea of 
Galilee. He had to learn that business was 
not the principal thing. He had to learn 
that when a man is dead sure of himself he 
may make the deadliest kind of fall, He 
now has to learn that the Lord wants him to 
think of other folks as the Lord thinks of 
them. 

But Peter did learn. Some of us are a 
lot slower than he was, and haven’t learned 
yet his earlier. lessons, or this lesson of his 
in the passage we study to-day. It is pretty 
poor business for us to try to classify other 
people, and to discount the stamp of ap- 
proval God has placed upon them through 
their cleansing. e had better go easy in 
our criticism of those who give evidence of 
God’s. presence in their lives, no matter what 
their daily job may be, or the kind of house 
they live in. We all must leok pretty 
common to the Lord Jesus, and it is a good 
thing to let him make the distinctions, if 
there are any to be made, 





CHRIST’S 


DO THEY. AGREE? 











We ought to get his viewpoint by yielding 
to his Spirit. How can we serve im ifwe 
select in our. own unwisdom those who are 
to be led to him? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lace Hymns and Psalras 


‘* All hail the power of Jesus’ name."’ 

** At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow."’ 

** God moves in a mysterious way.” 

** He leadeth me: O blessed thought.” 

‘‘ It may not be on the mountain's height.”’ 

** Lord, speak to me, that I may speak.’’ 

** Open my eyes, that I may see."’ 

** * Whosoever» heareth!' ‘Shout, 
sound !"’ 


shout the 


(References in 
Psalm 

Psalm 
Psalm 
Psalm 
Psalm 
Psalm 


arentheses are to the metrical 
ook “ Bible Songs.’”) 

: I-10 (298 : 1-3). 

2 1-8 (296 : 1-5). 

125 : 1-5 (271 : 1-4). 

100 : I-5 (199 : I-3). 
22 : 22-31 (42 : I-3). 


139 
138 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


| Bape TEACHING.—God loves all the 

people of the world. ; 
Notes.—Tell the whole Cornelius 

story to-day and the Easter story next Sunday. 

The sandboard, a table, or blackboard-set- 
ting may relate: last Sunday’s story and to- 
day’s. Cornelius may have heard of Peter 
through Philip, who lived in Czsarea a long 
time (Acts 8: 40; 21; 8); 

Review.—Trace Peter’s journey through 
the Joppa gate to Lydda and Joppa and re- 
call stories of Aineas and’ Dorcas. Inquire 
about kind deeds which the children are 
planning for Easter. 

Lesson Story.—From thé roof of Simon’s 
house by the sea Peter could look at the 
water or the shore. ' He loved to rest or 
think and pray on that flat roof. 

Far along the shore was another city— 
Ceesarea—where some of Cesar’s soldiers 
stayed. Cornelius was’ their’ captain. He 
was a good man, for he prayed and gave to 
the poor.. Like Dorcas, he wanted to do 
kind deeds. 

One afternoon while Cornelius was pray- 


of 
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ing God’s angel came in a vision and said, 


**Cornelius.”” He answered, ‘* What is it, 
Lord?’’ The angel said, ‘* God remembers 
- prayers and kind deeds. Down in 


Jonps aman named Peter lives in Simon’s. 


by. the sea, Send for Peter, and he 
will tell you what to do.’’ Then the angel 
went away. 

Cornelius chose two trust: 

good soldier, to whom he told his vision and 
sent them to Joppa for Peter. They rested 
somewhere over night, for the journey was 
ng. 
At noon Peter was resting and praying on 
the flat roof while he waited fordinner. He 
‘was hungry. He had a strange vision. 
‘Heaven. and a sheet was let down 
by four corners. In it Peter saw beasts, 
‘creeping things and birds. A voice said, 
**Rise, Peter. Kill and eat.’’ Jews were 
very careful what they ate. Peter saw things 
in the sheet which he had never tasted, e 
said, ‘‘ Lord, I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean.’’ A voice said, ‘* What 
God has made clean, do not call common.”’ 
‘Three times the sheet came down before 
him. (3) 

While Peter thought about the vision the 
three men sent by Cornelius called at the 
gate below and asked for Peter, God’s 
Spirit said, ‘*‘Go down and find out what 
they want. Go with them, for I sent them.”’ 

Peter went down and said, ‘*Why have 
you come?’’ They told why Cornelius had 
sent them. It was too late to start back 
that night. Peter invited them to. stay. 
Next day Peter and some of his friends 
started back with them, They stopped one 
night on the way, 

When they reached Cornelius’ house, 
relatives and friends had gathered to hear 
Peter. Cornelius kneeled to worship Peter, 
but Peter wouldn’t allow that. He said, 
‘*], too, am a man,” 

Peter was a Jew and Cornelius a Roman. 
Jews did not visit other people, but Peter 
told Cornelius that God had told him to 
come. When Cornelius told about his vision 
he said, ‘* We are all’gathered: to hear what 
God has. commanded.’”” ‘hen Peter told 
the story of Jesus: (vs. 34-43). 


Je@sus lived on this earth ; 

He was once a little‘child ; 

He went about doing good ; 
He was crucified ant uried ; 
He rose from the dead ; 

He went back to heaven ; 

He sent his Holy. Spirit ; 

The Holy Spirit is our Helper ; 
We are hisewitnesses. 


While Peter spoke God’s Holv Spirit came 
to Cornelius and his friends. Peter and his 
Jewish friends were surprised. Cornelius 
and others were baptized, They wanted to 
learn more, so they asked Peter to stay with 
them. He stayed until friends in Jerusalem 
heard what had happened and sent for Peter 
to come and teli them about it. Peter 
wanted them’*to know that Jesus Christ is 
Lord of all (short Memory text, Acts 10: 
36). . We sing in church : 


All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 
And crown Him,Lord of All. 


After the Story.—Missionary Thought. 
There are so many kinds of children in 
God’s big world. .Godlovesthemall. (De- 
velop this thought.) 


** Jesus loves the little children, 
All the children of the world ; 
Red and yellow, black and white— 
‘They are precious in his sight— 
Jesus loves the little children of the world."’ 
(Tune: Chorus of Tramp, Tramp, Tramp.) 


lad, like. Cor- 
esus, 


Many children would be 
nelius, to hear the story of 


‘* There are many little children 
Who have nevet heard 
‘Of His love and tender kindness 
And His Holy Word.’ 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


Expression.—Continue plans for Easter to 
do kind deeds for others, as Dorcas, Peter, 
and Cornelius tried to do, 

CHICAGO, 

b 4 


‘s The Primary Department,’ by Ethel J. 


Archibald, discusses many necessary phases | 
of a primary teacher's problems and work ; | 


tt also outlines programs far the various ex- 
ercises of the class fox special occasions, such 
as Christmas and Easter, and contains five 
illustrations, It may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co, 


servants and a| 





My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


USTA MALONDA’S home was in the 
Philippine Islands. 
Catholics. When fifteen years 


of age he renounced his native religion, 
Something within him told him that did 
not want e to worship human beings or 


images. Nor if God were God could he be 
roached only through certain classes of 

n, and then only upon the payment of 
ren)" He began to pray that God would 
show him the true way. ¢ had no Bible, 
nor even a friend who understood. But 
God heard his prayer. (1) 

At length he was led to the United States. 
He is now a Student at the Los Angeles 
Bible Institute, eager for the time when he 
can return to his own people with the story 
of Christ. 

What would you think if after he had 
come to the United States the Christian neo- 
ple had spurned him because he was o1 


other nationality? Our lesson to-day is of a.|. 


man who lived up to the light he had, yet 
hungered for the truth, and of the prejudice 
which had to be broken down before the 
church of that age would admit him as a 
Christian. (2) 

This man may have belonged to a distin- 
guished Roman family, the Cornelian family, 
of which the famous Roman generals, Sulla 
and Scipio, were members, Cornelius was 
captain over a company of one hundred 
Italian men stationed at Caesarea. Ceesarea, 
named after Augustus Ceesar, was at this time 
a large, ns art city. (3), 

Cornelius had undoubtedly been reared in 
heathenism. His position in Palestine 
brought him in touch with the Jewish reli- 
gion. He longed to know God aright. Cor- 
nelius was honest, honorable, influential, 
and generous (v. 2). Still there was a great 
heart hunger, a need unmet in his life. For 
this something he prayed God continually. 
From the answer to Cornelius’ prayer we 
learned that what he lacked. was Jesus 
Christ. (4) 

No matter how pious, devout, religious, 
large-hearted, or generous to others we may be’ 
with our money and kind acts, no worship is 
‘acceptablé "to God apart from Jesus Christ. 
God knew that Cornelis’ alms and prayers 
alone would not save him. Weare living in 
a day when people are trying to get to God 
by any and every way other than through 
noe Christ. ‘‘No one cometh unto the 

ather, but by me’’ (John 14:6; 5: 23; 
1 John 2: 22, 23; Eph. 2:8, 9). (5) 

He that hangers and thirsts after right- 
eousness shall be filled. God never goes 
back on his word, Although we may not 
know how to ask intelligently, our Father 
gives us ‘** exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think ”’ (Eph. 3: 20). (6) 

The angel might have told Cornelius of 
Christ. But, as we often see, God, instead of 
allowing angels to lead men to Christ, gives 
that privilege to Christians. Recall, if you 
can, a single conversion where God has not 
used human instrumentality, This is an 
honor angels would delight to have. (7) 

A great difficulty was involved. Corne- 
lius was a Gentile and Peter was a Jew. 
‘The Jews believed that God was exclusively 
for Jews; that Gentiles could come to God 
only by first becoming Jews, or ‘‘ prose- 
lytes.’? Down through the centuries the 
Jews were set apart as God’s own chosen 
people; this they still are and always will 
be. God had marvelously led and blessed 
them. God had laid upon them certain 
laws and ordinances, the Teh Command- 
ments, circumcision, and rules governing 
their food, health, and worship. (8) 

Quite naturally they came to Jook upon 
the Gentiles who did not conform to their 
manner of life as unclean, unworthy, and 
beneath them. ‘No prejudice of nation, 
creed, or color has ever compared with that 
of the Jew against the Gentile. The Jews 
had to learn that while the Gospel was to be 
preached first to the Jew, it was also to be 
preached to the Gentiles, for God is no re- 
specter of persons (Romi, 1:16), So while 
God was awakening Cornelius to his need of 
Christ, God at the same time was preparing 
Peter to unlock the door of ‘Christianity to 
Gentiles. (9) 

What vision did Peter see? Whence did 
this sheet come? Why was that significant ? 
What was the Levitical law regarding food? 
(Lev. 11.) What was the meaning of this 
vision ? (vs. 34, 35.) Peter no sooner 


( Continued on next page) 
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What Would You Dofor this Pastor? 


He has formed a nal work class 
ot six members of his church, meeting 
once a week to study soul-winning. 
But, says he, while the members of 
this group acknowledge the duty of 
such soul-winning, they don’! win 
souls, What would you do in his 
? His letter will be editorially 
iscussed in Notes on Open Letters in 
The Sunday School Times, 


A Clown Introduces a Minister 


The burlesque show in a variety the- 
ater was in full blast. The leader of 
a great city’s open-air evangelistic 
work stood waiting in the wings. The 
manager told a black-faced clown to 
introduce the minister to the Saturday 
night audience. Would you like to 
know how the clown did it, and what 
the evangelist said? This extraordi- 
nary and true story will be told in ‘The 
Sunday School Times, 


Why Do You Keep on Failing? 


You're a Christian—but are you a vic- 
torious or a defeated Christian? Have 
you sadly believed that the best you 
can hope for in this life is some vic- 
tories and some defeats, instead of all 
victories and no defeats? Don't be 
startled—it isn’t ‘‘sinless perfection” 
we're talking about. But watch for’ 
the articles on the Victorious Life that 
will continue to appear in The Sunday 
School Times, 





When Sir Arthur Cotton’s 
Daughter Waked Up 


He was Chief of the British Royal En- 
ineers in Madras, India. She was an 
nwo girl who might have lived and 

died in.the ordinary way of most re- 

spectable Christians. But somehow 
she waked up. And — the story of 
the soul-winning experiences of Lady 

Hope is oné “of the most remarkable 

human documents ever published. 








How Ministers Feel After 
Billy Sunday Has Gone 


Do trail-hitters join the church? Do 
the churches keep up the evangelistic 
work? Does the mid-week prayer- 
meeting show improvement? Is the 
Sunday-school’s spiritual life deep- 
ened? ‘Ihe ministers of the largest 
city in which a Billy Sunday campaign 
has yet been conducted were asked by 
The Sunday School Times to answer 
such questions as these some months 
after the campaign wasover. The first 
part of their answer is on page 211 of 
this issue. 








It’s Alive with Thrilis— 

real evangelism is. It is the most 
daring, adventurous experience any 
human being can have. For it is God 
using a human being to make His 
G News work a miracle in the life 
of another human being. That’s why 
The Sunday School Times keeps 
Evangelism prominent in its columns 
all the year round. The features 
mentioned here are but a few of the 
many to come in these columns. 





And You Won’t Want 


to miss the chance to put all this into 
the hands—no, into the /#/e—of others 
who may never know anything about 
these stirring messages if you do not 
tell them. ou can tell them by ask- 
ing us to send a free specimen copy 
of The Sunday School Times to any 
friends who in your opinion ought to 
be taking this paper. It isn’t much 
trouble, is it, to send us right now a 
postal card with a few names and ad- 
dresses on it? 











The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street Philadelphia 
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My Class of Girls 
( Continued from preceding page) 
learned the lesson than he had opportunity 
to put it into practise. Who was at Peter’s 
door? There are no hitches in God's plans. 

How was Peter’s doubt removed? (v. 20.) 

It was no easy matter for Peter to receive 
these guests whom he would previously have 
rejected, and to lodge them over n 
Peter’s prejudices and notions lost all w 
when he knew these men were sent by God, 

nd that God wanted him to return with 
them (v. 29). Without question or com- 
ment Peter obeyed. 

What was Correlius doing in the mean- 
time ? (v. 24.) He might have thought it 
‘was time enough to call in his friends and 
neighbors after Peter’s arrival, He might 
have reasoned that if Peter didn’t come his 
friends would ridicule him. But his faith 
was larger. ‘Ihe friends were there and 
waiting expectantly. (50) 

Notice the attitude of these people. They 
realized the presence of God; they were 
i to hear; they were ready to hear all 
things, and to receive the message as God’s 
message to their hearts and not Peter’s mes- 
sage. This was the first sermon preached 
to Gentiles. Peter preached the same mes- 
sage he had been preaching to the Jews,— 
Christ (34-43). _How many and what state- 
ments did Peter make concerning Christ ? 

. What joy must have come to their hearts 
as Peter concluded with the words, ‘* Every 
one that believeth on him shall receive re- 
mission of sins.’’ From what followed we 
know that Peter did not need to coax and 
plead with them to accept Christ; that even 








For Those Using the Times Question 
Quarterly for Pupils 
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as they heard Christ speaking to them they 
received him. 

Girls, do you welcome the foreign-born 
girl, or the girl who may be poorly dressed and 
unlearned, to your Sunday-school class? It 
matters not with God whether our skin be 
black, brown, yellow, or white; whether 
our home is a mud hut or a mansion; 
whether we live in India, China, Africa, or 
America; whether our dress is silk or rags, 
whether we be ignorant or learned. God 
loves us all alike, Surely the Christian girl 
can not look down upon or scorn one whom 
God loves, one whom Christ died to save, 


For Next Week's Lesson 


What is the in of Easter? 

How universally is Easter observed ? 

Why do you believe in the resurrection of 
Christ ? 

What difference would it make to Chris- 
tianity if Christ had not risen ? 

How many founders of other religions 
have risen? 

What does the resurrection of Christ make 
possible in this life? 

What does it give assurance of in the life 
hereafter ? 


. Brete Institute, Los ANGELES. 





The entire s0th chapter of Acts ts 
made this week's lesson in The Somsley 
School Times; next week (Laster). 
resurrection truth of the 15th chapter 
of 1 Corinthians will be made the lesson. 




















SIMPLE plan helped to increase the 
lesson-study in a typical Sunday-school 
by 500 percent. ‘The Sunday School 

Times has arranged with the superintendent 
of that school, W. V. Long, of El Paso, 
Texas, to give the plan to every one in 


The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils 


‘This Question Peeraay gives date, num- 
ber, title, Golden Text, and Scripture refer- 
ence of each lesson, du¢ no fext. For the 
text pupils must use their Bibles, and famili- 
arity with their Bibles is thus the first advan- 
tage of this plan. 

Each week The Sunday School Times 
will publish a brief article by. Mr. Long 
telling how to make the most effective use 
of the Questions in the Quarterly for that 
week, 

In the Quarterly itself, following the title, 
Golden Text, etc., come two sets of ques- 
tions on the lesson, ‘he first set (usually 
about seven in number) is intended to cover 
the ‘story’? of the lesson, Each pupil is 
required to answer this first set of questions 
in writing, using blank space provided for 
the purpose on each page.. The leaf is. per- 
forated. The pupil tears it out and brings 
it to Sundey-school with him. 

A second set of questions follows, contain- 
ing additional work for the older pupils, but 
written work is not required on this second 
set. 

The Times Question Quarterly for Pupils, 
for the Second Quarter of 1916, each per- 
forated sheet coutaining two sets of questions 
on the lesson, as shown here, with blank 
space for written answers, may be ordered 
at 10 cents per quarterly booklet, postpaid, 
or 40 cents a year, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The following current set shows the in- 
viting character of the questions, which will 
not ordinarily be run in The Sunday School 
Times, but will be published exclusively in 
the new Times Quarterly. 


April 16 Lesson 3 


Peter and Cornelius 
Prepared by.............cccccees Class No....... 
Acts 10: 1-23 

Golden Text: There is no distinction be- 
tween Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is 
Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call 
upon him.—Romans 10: 12, 
1. What kind of man was Cornelius ? 
2. What did the angel tell him about his 

prayer ? 





+ en pees a 








3- What did he tell him to do? 

4. Whom did Cornelius send? 

5. What vision did Peter have while the men 
were on their way to see him 2? 

6. What did the Spirit tell Peter to do? 
(v. 20.) 

Ask your teacher which lesson to prepare 
next week, 





a. Turn to the word ‘* Centurion’’ in the 
Subject-Index.in the back part of your 
Bible, ahd find how many centurions 
are referred to in the New Testament. 

5. Where did Cornelius live? Had the Gos- 
pel been preached there? (Acts 8: 40.) 

¢. How were Peter and Cornelius prepared 
for their meeting? How were Ana- 
nias and Saul? (Acts 9: 6, 11.) How 
were Philip and the Ethiopian? (Acts 
8 : 26-28.) 

@. How often was the vision repeated to 
Peter, and why? - Compare Genesis 
41 : 32. 

e. How did Peter know what the vision 
meant? 


Jf. In one of our lessons last year what re- 


quest did Daniel make regarding. his 
food? (Dan, 1: 8.) 


g. What does the Jew, Shylock, say to Bas- 


sanio about eating with him, etc., in 
‘*‘The Merchant of Venice”? ? 

A. What was the Jewish law concerning 
clean and unclean meat? (Lev. 11.) 

i. What was Peter’s reply to the command 
to, eat—give the substance of his an- 
swer in three words. 


Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 3 


IiE answer to question “*7” is ‘I never 
have ’?’—custom, pride, and prejudice 
jammed into one short sentence of 

three words. Get the force of it and ham- 
mer the lesson home. 


Looking Ahead 

The work of Review Sunday is based 
partly on an ‘* Alphabetical Index, by chap- 
ters, to the book of Acts.’’. This is a mem- 
ory drill to be given from platform or in the 
class, and work on it should be begun at 
once. The drill is based on chapters, rather 
than on lessons, because it will thus be of 
more permanent value. A-key-word is se- 
lected for each chapter as. the various chap- 
ters are reached in the course of the lessons. 

By the end of the year the average pupil 
should be able to give the entire list from 
memory, and the principal ‘details concern- 
ing each chapter.. A few. minutes each Sun- 


_ day will “‘do the trick.” Allow 3 
| to suggest other words in place of those 

gested here; it will interest them, and they 
ae better ones than those given 


oe Oe 28 hn Beans Sete See 
have covered the first twe ch of 
Acts, Hipiarrie se key-words or “ ™ 
words are suggested: 
1. Ascension. 
2. tism of the Holy Spirit. 

cured. — 


4 Determined disciples. 

& Fins detoons, 

& vce Grrough by Sal), Hed in 
Samaria), Hire (offered the sor- 
cerer), “‘How can I" ( by the 


Ethiopian), Berryiag (to Cgesarea). 
Note that each vowel is used in pa 
order, Ha, He, etc. 


‘*L am Jesus whom thou persecutest."’ 
2 2 Aine spn pew oppa. 
tr. Know esus increasing. 
12. eoeang phat ng _ ~ 
Et Paso, TExas, - 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


s* TF WE could have sailed over J in 
an air-ship about noon the dares this 
lesson,’’ an teacher last Sunday, 

“*whom would we have seen approaching the 

city?’? So I told him about the two ser- 

vants and the soldier that Cornelius had sent 
to ask Peter to hold a meeting at Ceesarea. 

Bumps had to locate Ceesarea, show which 
direction the men traveled and how far they 
had to go. It was about thirty miles south 
to dorpe. (1) k 

arl was called on to tell who Cornelius 
was. He was an officer in the Roman army, 
you know. Teacher explained that centu- 
rion came from the Latin word meaning one 
hundred, same as cent and century do; so 

he was captain over one hundred men. (2) 

Bulldog thought he was a band, leader, 
and declared it said soin verse 1. But teacher 
explained that it meant the Italian Cohort, a 
regiment of soldiews recruited in Italy, same 
as the men who went to war from here were 
called-the Thirty-first Indiana, (3) 

This captain was a good man and prayed 
so much that God picked him out to be the 
first Gentile convert. So an angel told him 
to send for Peter, and just where to find him. 

‘*Now if we were up in that air-ship,’”’ 
went on teacher, ‘*where would we see 
Peter ?”’ 

**Climbing up on the roof of the tanner’s 
house in Joppa,’’ answered Bulldog Jones. 

Teacher explained that the roofs were flat, 
with a stone wall around them, and were 
often used as a kind of sleeping porch, 

He showed the lesson picture, the stereo- 
graph of a house still standing that is supposed 
to have. been Simon the tanner’s, We 
couldn’t see the roof, but there was the 
stairway to go up by, and at the top of the 
steps we could see part of the wall that Peter 
might have kneeled down behind. 

**How would Peter naturally feel about 
going to Cornelius’ house ?’’ teacher wanted 
to know. 

Fatty said it was against the law of Moses 
for Jews to mix up with Gentiles, and proved 
it by verse 28. He thinks ordinarily Peter 
would have turned them down, 

Teacher explained how strange it was for 
a Jew to stay with a tanner, for the hides 
that were turned into leather, being from 
dead animals, were ceremonially defiling. 
He thinks that the Holy Spirit was already 
broadening Peter’s view. 

Then Fred was called on to tell how God 
taught Peter that the old law was done away 
by Christ (Eph. 2: 14, 15). Peter saw a 
vision, you know, of a big sheet let down 
from heaven with all kinds of animals in it, 
and a voice told him to kill and eat whatever 
he wanted. 

Bert explained what Peter meant by not 
eating anything unclean, It didn’t mean 
that this food was dirty, but ceremonially 
unclean according to the law of Moses in 
Leviticus 11. God was teaching him that in 
Christ all Old Testament distinctions _be- 
tween nations are done away (Gal. 3 : 28). (4) 

** What was Peter doing when he had this 
vision ?’’ came next. 

We answered that he was praying, and 
teacher showed us that the same was true of 


i 








1 See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 218 in 
this issue. 














Cornelius. He says praying is the surest 


way to get light on our problems, and that if 
bd ay more we would know more about 
’s will 


**How long before the men arrived did 
Peter’s vision come?’ he wanted to know. 

**Just before be Pe there,’’ answered 
Fr Teacher generally gives us 
the next ‘lesson only when we a A it, and 
we mustn’t fret if there are things in life we 
can’t understand. We haven’t come to them 
yet. They will be made plain when the time 
comes vo 33 55). 

I told the rest of the story, how Peter went 
up to Cesarea and held a meeting in Cor- 
nelius’ house. He and the whole family 
were converted, and the Holy Spirit came on 
all of them. So Peter baptized them, the 
first Gentile converts, and from then on he 
felt it was his special business to convert 
Gentiles (Acts 1§ : 7). 

Teacher says it is a great thing to be cured 
of narrow views. He thinks church-mem- 
bers to-day who don’t believe in foreign 
missions need such a vision as Peter had, to 
teach them how big and broad God’s love is. 
But the main thing is for ‘us to learri the les- 
sons and be willing to follow in whatever 
new direction God may lead, just as Peter 
did, as Martin Luther, John Wesley, Robert 
Raikes, and General Booth did. 

Instead of a closing prayer we all bowed 
our heads and hummed softly : 


‘* Where He leads me I will follow, 
I'll go with Him, with Him all the way.” 


Next Sunday we have an Easter lesson, 
and the home questions are : 

What was the center of Paul’s Gospel ? 
(¥S. 3, 4+) 
_ What false doctrine had crept into the 
Corinthian church? (v. 12.) 

Whiere is Corinth ? . 

What proof of the resurrection does Paul 
cite ? (vs. 5-10.) 

What argument for the resurréction does 
Paul use? (vs, 12-28.) 

What will the resurrection body be like ? 
(vs. 36-49.) 

What plea does Paul make concerning 
faith in the resurrection? (vs. 33, 34, 58.) 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Beginning. 
Cornelius’ messengers as seen frém an air- 
ship. 
Explanation. 


Where is Caesarea? 

Who was Cornelius? 

Where NY Peter at this time? (Lesson pic- 
ture. 

How would Peter naturally feel about going 
to Cornelius ? 

Why was it strange for him to stay with a 
tanner? 

How did God teach a great lesson ? 

What did Peter mean by unclean? 

What did Peter’s vision mean? 

What was Peter doing when the vision came ? 

How long before the men's arrival did the 
vision appear ? 

What was the result of Peter's visit to Cor- 
nelius? 

Whast lessons do we Jearn? 

Application. 

Christ did away with all national distinctions. 

New light comes through prayer. 

Lessons come just when we need them. 

We must be willing to follow new light. 


TeRRE Haute, IND. 
% 





Method books you need in Sundaysschool 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 
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When Prince Ran Away 
By Alice M. Farrington 


TJ OW Dick wished he were riding that 
horse-rake ! 
He did it last year, and he would 


have been doing it again this summer if he 
hadn’t broken his leg. He remembered just 
how it felt to sit in little n-work iron 


seat, high up with the cool breeze in his 
face, handling the reins over Prince as he 
guided him around the sweet-smelling field, 
and lifting the lever to make the rake drop 
its hay exactly where it should to keep the 
windrow straight. 


It was Doris' who drove this year. Dick 


m | got on his crutches and started for the win- 


To You Who Are 





Single Subscribers 


and Not Members ; 
of Any Club 


A host of young. le enter the 
Sunday-school teaching ranks every 
year, and many of these new work- 
ers are not yet tamiliar. with The 
Sunday School Times. 











The single or individual subscriber 
can render a great service to work- 
ers new or old, by becoming a 
club organizer. For the one who 
has been helped in his life and serv- 
ice by reading the Times can readily 

., pass, on these blessings to others by 
.;, , Securing a club of subscribers in the 
‘ school where none exists as yet. | =" 

Probably the largest proportion of 
our subscribers first come to know 
The Sunday: School Times because 
the paper was recommended to them 
by a friend. A word from you to 
yeur co-workers as to the value of 
the ‘limes is worth much. 


Will you endeavor to interest at 
least five or more friends in the 
Times, thus organizing a club, and 
securing the paper for yourself and 
others at the $1.coclubrate? We 
give one copy free with every ten 
subscriptions paid for in a club: 

, Won't you fill in the attached blank, 
tear it off and mail it to-day, speci- 
fying the number of copies you could 
use to advantage ? 


‘We will forward the printed mat- 
ter promptly, together with full par- 
ticulars of the plan, 


So many individual ‘subscribers 
‘have already helped in this way that 
yeu will not be surprised to know 
that we are counting on your co- 
operation in this Extension Plan. 


Tue Sunpay ScHooLt Times ComPaANy 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
- 103x Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlemen : 

I desire to co-operate in your Club 
Extension Plan. Send me ........ copies 
of The. Sunday School’ Times and your 
1916 prospectus for free distribution. 
Please include an order blank giving a. 
list of valuable books offered for Introduc- 
tory Clubs of new subscribers, in schools 
where there is no club as yet. 


REDE OL AE EAGLES NLT ge OIE OG RE 


dow to see how Doris was getting along. 


of horse’s hoofs, 

‘* Whoa! Whoa, Prince!’’ he heard father 
shout. 

Dick . hurried to the window as fast as 
crutches would carry him. 

. Prince wes running away! 

Sturdy Doris stuck to, her little high seat 
on, the rake, and a eee on the 
reins trying to stop Prince’s frantic gallop. 
The rake pitched and, swayed, and lurched. 


| from side to side over the hollows and hil- 


locks of the rough field, ' 

Could Doris keep her place? If she were 
thrown off those long, curving, iron rake- 
teeth were almost sure to catch her, 

The wheels struck a ditch. The sudden 
shock hurled her off her seat ; but it sent her 
clear of the -horse’s heels and beyond the 
reach of the teeth, and she struck full on a 
hay-cock, deep and cushiony.. She picked’ 
herself up, unhurt. Dick gavea cry of relief, 
Prince kept wildlyon, He dashed down 
the lane and into the road. bij 

¥ loaded hay-rack came. laboring .up the 
hill, 
into the ditch, . Prince barely cleared it as 


| he raced by and disappeared down the bill. 


Dick knew the wide.raké meant danger'ito 
every person it met. Below, in the yalley, 
lay the village. In its narrow streets, with 
people coming and going, and. children 
maybe playing in them, somebody was likely 
to get hurt. 

Prince must be,stopped. 

But how could Dick do it—only a little 
boy, on crutches and alone in the house ? 
And the runaway out of sight already ! 
Suddenly Dick’s face lighted. Faster than 
he knew crutches could move before, Dick 
hurried them to the telephone. He called 
the Rainsfords. Ralph, the grown-up boy, 
answered promptly. Dick had been airaid 
one of the girls would answer. Now if 
there was only time— 

Dick made himself speak distinctly, in 


But before he reached it he heard a furious |. 
clashing and clattering, and the heavy thud 


Its. driver. reined his horses sharply |‘ 


spite of his excitement, so Ralph should un- 
derstand. 

‘* Prince is running away, by your house, 
The reins are dragging. Can you catch 
them ?” . 

“Tl 1’? Ralph lied before the 
words wert hte out of Dick's mouth, 

Ralph heard the rake clattering over the 
rocky way. He dashed to the road, and 
oo himself for a swift lunge at the lines. 

rince’s head him, Then Ralph 
snatched the reins, leaped aside from the 
flashing rake-teeth, and pulled hard. 

It was not for nothing that he had hard- 
ened his muscles with work on the farm, 
Prince was strong, but that pull on the bits 
was stronger. horse stopped, panting 
and wild-eyed. 

When Dick’s father reached them Ralph 
was patting Prince soothingly. Ralph 
laughed away his thanks. 

** It was easy when I knew all about it be- 
forehand. Dick was really the one that did 
8 ba 

‘*Dick !’’ exclaimed father blankly. 

‘« Why, ves; didn’t you know? He tele- 
phoned, Said Prince was running away with 
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the reins dragging, and asked if I could be 
on hand to catch them as he went by. Sol 
was.’’ Ralph was as modest as brave. 

But it was a dangerous thing that Ralph 
did, and father knew it, and told Ralph so 
gratefully. ‘Then he mounted the rake seat, 
and Prince climbed the hill home again. 

When they rounded the top there stood 
Dick on his crutches. 

** Did Ralph stop him?” he shouted, 

** Well,” said father, halting beside him, 
**he said you did. But he was holding the 
horse. It was a brave thing Ralph did—and 
risky. And if you hadn’t telephoned him 
beforehand he couldn’t have managed it, 
No telling what might have happened if you 
and Ralph hadn’t stopped that rake. 

‘*What made Prince run?’’ questioned 
Dick, looking at the horse that was restless 
and uneasy even yet. 

‘Hornets!’ fathet told him. ‘He 
raked up a nest, and the hornets lit on him, 
poor fellow. But the stings feel better now, 
and he’s growing quieter.’ 

And Prince obediently turned up the lane, 
while Dick hobbled happily along behind. 

BREWER, MAINE. 
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WHEN FACE TO FACE 


with the problem of investment, evéry Christian 
has two strong desires : 
x. To insure his own income for life. 
2. ‘To enable his means to help promote the 
cause he loves. 
Both of these desires are fulfilled in the 


LIFE ANNUITY BONDS 


issued by the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
on which it pays from 4 to 10 per cent throughout 
the lifetime of the annuitant. 
For particulars and rate at your age, address 
THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Chicago, Ill 








] Before investing elsewhere, investigate 


‘THE LIFE ANNUITY BONDS 


issued by the Moody Bible Institute, which yield 
from 4 to 10 per cent. 


Features of the Bonds 
High rate. Sound security. 
Non-taxable. Permanent income, 

Issued on one or more lives. 


Features of the Work 


International Undenominational. 
Practical, Training free. 
For rates and particulars, address 





THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Cc ‘o, Tl. 














medium of this Contest. 


rewards aggregating $3,500.00. 
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In addition to these mental and spiritual benefits, the 
Christian Herald offers an exceedingly generous list of 419 


$3,500.00 


BIBLE PICTURE CONTEST 


CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE PICTURE BELOW 
BY MEANS OF A SUITABLE BIBLE VERSE? 


Every lover of the Bible should take part in this Contest 
and induce every possible friend and acquaintance to do so. 
ds who never cared before to read the Bible 

have: been induced to do so week after week through the 


Everybody is 
Why not ind 


OF BOOKS? 


on your part. 


LO Bele ae ae ee $1,250.00 
Second Reward. ..........6.. 625.00 i 
‘Whied. Moward ...6-0. 6 dics cee m 350.00 
Fourth Reward ..........-e«e-. 250.00 
(a e'"G 4 vce s a 8’ ce 6.e's 150.00 
Sixth Reward. . - 100.00 
Seventh Reward .......... ; 75.00 
en FET era 50.00 
PS . « a5 Cs x’ ¢°e-wie ate 6 20.00 
Fifteen Reward: of $2.50 each ...... 37.50 
Three Hundred and Ninety-five Rewards b 
UID 0 iy 0 se se ap AUD 592.50 ae 
Total . $3,500.00 oe 








eligible to compete. 


luce some 


this Contest and thus become familiar with the BOOK 


Begin AT ONCE. Fill out the:coupon below and 
we will send you sample pictures and all information neces- 
sary to enter the Contest without any expense or obligation 


PE REE EE OR 


F THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
§ GENTLEMEN : 


§ part, send me sample pictures and all neces- 
f sary information concerning the Christian 
§ Herald Bible Picture Contest. 
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or acquaintance to enter 


700 Bible House, New York 


Without expense or obligation on my 
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Could You Answer This Question— 


How Will the 
Easter Hope of the Ages 
be Fulfilled? 


T WAS ANSWERED in a most interesting 
way, a few weeks ago, for the folks who make 
and publish The Sunday School Times. We 
dropped our various tasks in the office of this 
paper, in Philadelphia, and came together in one 
of the business rooms, Then Dr. C. |. Scofield 
answered the question for us. In avery simple but 
very wondertul half-hour’s talk this veteran Bible 
teacher,—former pastor of D. L. Moedy, now Editor 
of one of the most widely used Reference Bibles in 
the world,—discussed and.answered the question at 
the head of this column, and also such questions 
as these: 


What is the greatest ebent in the past history of this world ? 
What is the greatest event yet te occur on this earth ? 


What Will the werld’s future great Easter Day -mean-te the 


Charch of Christ? To the Jews ? To this earth ? 


The rare privilege that The Sunday School 
Times office force had in hearing Dr. Scofield an- 
swer these questions is goimg:to be shared with the 
entire world-wide family of Sunday Scheel Times 
readers. . Dr. Scofield’s address was stenograph- 
ically reported, and will be published in the Kaster 
Number of the Times, appearing next week. 


Have you ever seen the Mount of Olives? 
You can visit it, by picture, in the Easter Number 
of the Times. A special coated-paper cover will 
give a full-page photograph of the beautiful -hill 
just east of Jerusalem, from which our Lord ascended. 


Is a dedily resurrection important? What 
real difference would it make if our bodies were 
never raised, so long as we lived forever in the 
spirit with the Lord? Many Christians are hazy 
in their ideas‘as to this. The leading editerial in 
the. Easter. Number of the Times will’seek to an- 
swer the question. 





Many of your friends would be just“as much 
interested as you are in all this. _ 
And you are interested enough in these friends 


to take the very little trouble involved in sending 
us On a post-card the naihes and addresses of some 


of them to whom we can send_a free specimen_copy. 


of The Sunday School ‘Times. 


It’s just a question of..dommg. what you. are 
already thinking of doing. 


To-day, please ! 


The Sunday School Times Co,, 1091 Welaut St., Phitadeigiia 





.| an.interesting teacher. 
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Home Department Questions 
Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. | 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


Is it well to use pledge-cards in getting new 
members ? 

LIERE can be no possible objection to 
pledge-cards if one likes to proceed in 
that way, as some no doubt do. But 

I hardly think it the best way. The usual 
form of pledge-card includes an agreement 
or sendiies **to spend at least half an hour 
each week in the study of the lesson unless 

revented by sickness or other good cause.’’ 
Then the applicant signs name and address. 
This is apt to be a little terrifying to timid or 
morbidly conscientious people. It seems to 
commit them to something which they fear 
they cannot perform, They shrink from a 
pledge which they know they are quite likely 
to break. The word study also is a severe 
one to such as have no habits of this sort. 
It acts as a deterrent, 


It seems to me better to take along on the |. 


first visit a copy of the Quarterly and explain 
its use. Say that the expectation is that the 
lessons will be read each week sufficiently to 
get an acquaintance with them, and that this 
makes one a member of the Home Depart- 
ment, to whom a Visitor wili come in two or 
three months and bring another magazine. 
It one accepts the Quarterly with this under- 
standing you are at liberty to put down her 
name. She is sufficiently committed to make 
a beginning, but is not frightened by feeling 
that more is expected than she may be able 
to fulfil. 





Is it better to have a small department, 
with a few faithful members, or a large de- 
partment, where many do not study ? 

HIS question in some shape is constantly 
coming up, and is a matter‘ for very 
honest difference of opinion. Some 

aim ‘at quantity, some at quality; some at 
large numbers, others at highest efficiency in 
amore limited sphere. It is quite evident 
that one must choose between the two, that 
he cannot have both to any complete extenit, 
although, of course, he may aim at this, But 
the two things are in some respects antagon- 
istic. 

There is a school in Richmond, Virginia, 
the Randolph Street Baptist, having a mem- 
bership in its Home Department of about 
one hundred, where during the last two or 
three years no member has missed a single 
lesson, and no member is admitted who does 
not sign a pledge to live up to this stand- 
ard. If there is any such instance I should 
be pleased to hear of it, but I do not think it 
likely. As a rule one has to be content with 
from forty to eighty percent of faithfulness in 
lesson study, It seems to me that the largest 
amount of good is done, on the whole, by 
getting the largest number of members, even 
if some, or perhaps many, are neglectful. If 
ef five hundred members fifty percent study 
their lessons each week, is not that better 
thin to have one hundred members one hun- 
dred percent of whom are studying? I think 
so. For in the larger class nearly all will 
read the magazine more or less, especially 
the general articles, and in this way get some 
benefit. 





OnI0.—We are planning to hold a Home 
it in our Sunday-school. Will 
on give us some suggestions in the Times as to 
ow to proceed ?—A COUNTY SUPERINTEND- 
ENT. 
HOME DEPARTMENT Day is very 
desirable, and may be made very 
—. profitable. It should be made to ad- 
vertise the Home Department, increasing its 
membership, also to emphasize it as a cor- 
porate part of the school. Those members 
who can be induced to attend should have a 
special part in the general exercises, and be 
put in a class by themselves, if possible, with 
The Home Depart- 
ment superintendent and Visitors should be 
given prominence,—seats on the platform, 
a place in the program. Use can be made 
of banners and mottoes bearing on the 
theme. 
The pastor in giving out his notices at the 





morning service can take occasion to prai 
the Home Department, tell of Bed peel 
appeal for new members, He or the general 
superintendent may also make such an ap- 
peal in the school, and many names be 
ho bly be ea tke from 
who can to “ 
the families of the church or their bors. 
Perhaps not many of the Home rt- 
ment members will attend, but those who do 
should be caused to feel thoroughly at home 
+ every sort of attention, and the biggest 
kind of a boom should be given the depart- 
ment throughout the day. Its membership 
should be increased rather than lessened as 
the result, although, of course, some may be 
drawn to feel that can regularly attend 
the main school, which is all the better. 


< 
Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charlies A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 


Pennsylvania te Sabbath School 
Association. 


I find that some of the peophe. whe take the 
to 


‘Faizing class are un 
n 


teach in the school. What is the trouble and 
what would you do to correct it? I feel that 
my work is not much of a success unless those 
who take the course are willing to do the work 
for which we have prepared them. ; 
E shouldn’t exvect that all who tak 

the course will teach in the Sunday- 

school. Some may never be apt to 
teach, and may be used to better advantage 
as officers of the school or workers in Chris- 
tian Endeavor or some other feature of 
church work, There is something for all to 
do in Christ’s Kingdom, and the Recwtodee 
of the Bible and of human’nature and the-art 
of communicating knowledge acquired in the 
training course will be*of great value, no 
matter what pafticular ‘Work they ‘may: be 
called upoh to do. While we'call the studies 
** Teacher-‘Training Courses,’’ they are niore 
than that: they are training for Cliristian 
service courses. , 

It is true, however, that a good many who 
ought to teach after receiving ‘the: training, 
do not teach. I would keep before the class 
the fact that the course of study is a prepara- 
tion for service, and would often speak or 
have the pastor or other leader speak to the 
class on the high privilege of working for 
Christ,—the honor, the joy, and the rewards 
of service. Help them to feel deeply the 
fact that when called to be saved they were 
called to be servants of Christ, and that they 
should have the best possible equipmént for 
all their Christian endeavors. 

Emphasize the spiritual in the class meet- 
ings. Have 2 devotional period with earnest 
prayers and the reading or reciting of pass- 
ages from God’s Word. See that stimulating 
spiritual thoughts are introduced in the les- 
sons. A short reading occasionally from an 
interesting and forceful devotional book will 
help. 





I do not have much trouble in finding people 
who are willing to begin the teacher-traini 
course, but many of those who start are afraid 
to take the examinations, Would you re- 
quire that all who enter the class promise, to 
take the examination? If not, what would you 
do to persuade them to take the examinations? 

WOULD not require that the students 
promise to take the official tests, but. I 
would try to make the work so interest- 

ing, and would expect that they would: se- 
cure such a mastery of the lessons, that when 
examination time came they would be glad 
to take the test, mae * 

Plan to hold the class to the first lessons 
till every member has a clear understanding 
of every part. Drill and review repeatedly. 
Question the class ¢losely. “When* three: or 
four lessons have been covered satisfactorily 
say to the class that you will give them a 
written review or examination on the three 
or four lessons. Provide paper and pencils 
and ask them to write answers to the ques- 
tions. Say that they need not hand the re- 
sults to you unless they can do so willingly. 
Mark the papers -and give them the encour- 
agement of knowing hew well they, have 
grasped the teaching. Instead of marking 


























’ LESSON FOR APRIL 16 (Acts 10) 


mark the papers. 

If you have taught lessons well the 
students will have no trouble in answering 
and will be gratified. When 


the for the officia) examination comes 


be no more difficult than the tests you 
_hbave given them in class, 


% 
For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


PENNSYLVANIA:~—Where can we secure new 
material for Mothers’ Day programs ?— H.R. 
ff OTHERS’ DAY is usually celebrated 
the second Sunday in May, and the 
of varies in different 
churches. Some make the church service 
not only interesting for mothers, with spe- 
cial effort toward securing the attendance of 
all the mothers in the congregation, but in 
addition to that have the general sermon and 
whole service give due honor to mother- 
Others confine their special service 
to the Sunday-school. Still others cele- 
brate in every branch of the church work, 

Special programs are usually prepared 
each year-.by. the various denominational 
boards, and you should be able to secure 
not only the new ones but old ones upon 
application to either the denominational 
houses or any Sunday-school supply house. 
Two recent ones are ‘* Mothers’ Day,”’ an 
order of service arranged by Antoinette 
Abernethy Lamoreaux, and ‘The Mother 
ot Methodism,’’ a Mothers’ Day service by 
S. Trevena Jackson. (These are published 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Philadelphia, at $4 a hundred each.) 

There are special post-cards from which 
choice can be made, but the one that seems 
to be most popular and which is retained 
from year to year is the post-card with the 
white carnation. If the church can afford to 
give a fresh white carnation, it will give 
pleasure. Those who do not feel that they 
can afford this sometimes use the white car- 
, mation button or the little celluloid emblem. 
, Those who are planning for Mothers’ Day 
have a great opportunity to. bring ,happiness 
to mothers outside of their own, congrega- 
tion, such as shut-ins who may or may not 
be oonnected with the Home Department, 
or even carrying it to the mothers in the old 
ladies’ home, or perhaps to those so unfor- 
tunate as not to have even such a refuge in 
their old age. 
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Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


ALABAMA.—From your broad knowledge of 
the Organized. Adult Bible Classes, which is 
the most generally used method of teaching 
the lesson? In our class, sometimes it is ques- 
tions, and sometimes discussion of the lesson, 
and:then a lesson will be presented by lecture 
method. Is this generally the way in Organ- 
ized Adult Bible Class teaching ?—B. B. G. 

HE Organized Adult Bible Class is fun- 
damentally a democracy, where each 
member is an active participant in 

every part of the class program. This 
should, of course, include the lesson study. 
Hf the lecture method is used exclusively, it 
is almost equivalent to providing a third 
preaching service each Sunday. It would 
thereforé seem that the lesson -discussion 
method is by far the best. It is often diffi- 
cult to secure and sometimes difficult to con- 
trol, but when secured and controlled it pays 
many fold. 





ARKANSAS,—I have been advised to write 
;you in regard to suggestions in conducting an 
organized Bible class. My class is made up 
largely of ages from twenty-five to 
- We use our Presbyterian magazine, and 
I’ get The Sunday School ‘limes and Cook's 
New Movement Magazine. 1 wish additional 
help in the way of making it more of a round- 
table talk, also in assigning work to class and 
Apteresting them in the study of the lesson.— 
J..E. C. 


OU are to be commended for having 
subscribed for several of the publica- 
tions dealing specially with adult class 

work, A careful reading of these will give 
you many new methods, and also cultivate 
your own powers of iitiative. ‘he man 
who studies is the man who grows. 

You are on the right track and headed in 
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the right direction when you are seeking the 
home study of the lesson, and hearty partici- 
pation in lesson discussion’ on the part of 
class-members, Possibly the following sug- 


estio help a bit: 
: 1. Fr rg g the International 
Daily Bible Re . The office of your 
State , 211 Masonic Temple, Little 
Rock, will supply these. _ 
2. Introduce the Pocket Testament 
2. t 

3. Ask your devotional committee to pre- 

re a list of Round-Table questions on each 
este for one month. Printor mim 
this, and distribute to the class-members at 
the opening of class, After a reading of the 
lesson, permit any class-member to call for 
any question he wishes discussed. 4 

4. For another month ask five members 
to bring one question each on the next Sun- 
day’s lesson. Immediately after the reading 
of the lesson call for these questions, 

5. For another month prepare ten ques- 
tions yourself on each lesson, and give them 
ont one Sunday in advance, calling for some 
one to volunteer to take each question and 
prepare to open the discussion upon it the 
next Sunday. 

6. For another month try throwing at the 
class, unexpectedly, keen, practical ques- 
tions on the lesson of the day. 

7. It should be kept constantly in mind 
that questions which are practical and deal 
with life problems will most surely secure 
participation. Every answer, no matter how 
far afield it may be, should be treated cour- 
teously. Likewise the questions from class- 
members. If a teacher asks a question which 
does not secure participation, he is some- 
times tempted to keep things moving by 
ponceesine to do all the talking himself. If 

e yields to this temptation, often lesson 
discussion will be lost. The wiser policy is 
to fee] around for another question. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











April 10 to 16 
Mon.— Acts 10 : 1-16. 
Visions of Peter and Cornelius, 

By the divine intervention, Peter and Cor- 
nelius are brought together. Cornelius has 
been styled ‘‘the first-born of the Gentiles 
to Christ.”? His admission into the Church 
of God indicated that the Jewish border had 
been crossed and the Gentile world entered. 
God’s Gospel is for all men, without racial 
distinction, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Let us give God 
praise that his Gospel is meant to flap its 
wings in the firmament of heaven. It can- 
not be narrowed down to a tribe or nation; 
it is for all. Pray God that his Word may 
run very swiftly and be glorified among the 
sons of mene 


7 


Tues.—Acts 10: 17-23. Peter Summoned. 

If we would understand the things of God 
we must think on them. ‘* While Peter 
thought . . . the Spirit said.”’ Peter had no 
doubt as to the power of God to bring the 
Gentiles into the church, but he needed en- 
lightening on the fact that they could come 
without going through the gate of Judaism, 
The city four-square has twelve gates. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for deliver- 
ance from all narrow exclusiveness. Seek 
a large and liberal heart which can appre- 
ciate the greatness of Goa’s Gospel in its 
ministry to all men irrespective of classes or 
races. Pray to be free from all Pharisaism 
and monkish asceticism, These do but hinder 
rather than commend the Gospelof our Lord. 
Wed.—Lev. 11: 1-12. Clean and Unclean Meats. 

The primary use Of this arrangement was 
to fill the mind of Israel with moral distinc- 
tions. Our lesson of yesterday clearly taught 
that there was a typical reference to sin in 
these ordinances. The difference between 
sin and holiness is everlasting, and our pro- 
test against sin must be without interrup- 
tion. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray constantly 
that the marks of holiness may be upon you. 
The children of God are a“ peculiar peo- 
ple,” and this peculiarity lies not in any 
speciad dress or strange mannerisms, but in 
the lone fact that they are his and are set 
apart for him. Pray for grace to maintain 
the life of separation, 


Thurs.—Dan. 7: 9-14. Vision of the Kingdom. 
All earthly kingdoms fail and fall, Time 





crumbles to the dust all thrones, and 
potentates of man’s creating are but for a 
* little while.”” The Kingdom ‘of our Lord 
is everlasting. ‘‘ It shall not pass away,’’— 
there is no such thing as removing it from 
him. ‘It shall not be destroyed,” for no 
other power can su him, ~ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray forthe medi- 
cal missions connected with all our mission- 
ary societies. Many a heathen de will 
ps cr the missionary and his Bible and 
will listen to the preaching of the Gospel if 
only the dispensary and the hospital are there, 
China especia/ly makes the call for women 
doctors, For they are essential to the treat- 
ment which suffering womanhood often 
needs, > f 


Fri.—Mic. 4: 1-5. All-Inclusive 

Let not our faith give way under the pres- 
sure of apostasy. Against our Lord’s church 
the gates of hell cannot prevail. His king- 
dom. shall shine with more luster, and all 
earthly kingdoms shall pale before it. Our 
chapter begins with a ‘* But,”? which should 
put heart into us all:* -: 

PRAYER. SuGGESTIONS: Our Lord is to 
return to the earth again according to his 
promise, ‘Events now transpiring among 
the nations would seem to indicate that that 
coming cannot long be delayed, Tt will be 
a day in which the saints will rejoice, Let 
us pray, ** Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


Sat.—Rom. 10: 11-21, Salvation for All. 

The beckoning. hands of the Gospel are 
held out to all, ‘ Whosoever’’ is an all- 
inclusive word, and whatever be our name, 
creed, nationality, or color, we are in it. If 
at the last we fail of salvation, it is on the 
ground of unbelief and not from want of 
provision. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prav for allyoung 
converts, Those who recently have heard 
the “call” and responded. Pray for wis- 
dom to be granted to the shepherds of God's 
flock, that ‘they may know how to tend the 
sheep. Seek also that young Christians 
may early find their bitaf service for Christ 
and do it as unto him, 

Sun.— Rev. 2} + .. ‘ 
The 'New ven and the New Earth. 
We do not know very much, regarding 


' |-heaven, and what is told usis negative rather 
We’ know! ‘what heaven: is! 


jthan positive. 

not. Many words with which we are, famil- 
iar now will then be obsolete. No /eaxs, no 
death, nO mourning, NO crying, NO pain. 
Who does not long forthe Eternal Morning 
to break ? 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for ali who | 


are nearing the ‘‘other side.’? Think of 
the aged whose life is fast coming to a close, 
and pray that it may be light at eventide. 
Pray for all who are suffering from fatal 
diseases and who must soon pass hence, 


New York City. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


451. What threekings were saved from death 
by thirst by a miracle? 

452. What wife’s disobedience and her pun- 
ishment was published among one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven nations? 


453. What man won honor by feeding a 
hungry king, and what man death by 
refusing ? 

454- What boy and what man heard a voice 
from God in the dead of night? 

455. What is it that a great writer says cannot 
be bought’ for gold or silver, and is 
valued above rubies, onyx, sapphire, 
pearls, topazes, and coral, and yet can- 
not be found on sea or'land or in the 
depths of the earth, but-is hidden from 
the eyes of all living ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
446. The man who refused to smite the un- 


named prophet (1 Kings 20 : 36); the’ 


prophet who prophesied against the 
altar at Beth-el (1 Kings 13 : 24). 


447. Zedekiah (1 Kings 22 : 11). 
448. Haman (Esth. 7: 10)... 
449. Gehazi (2 Kings 5 : 20-27). 





450. The price of a dog (Dent. 23 : 18). 
PHILADELPHIA. 










aids the throat and 
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from alcohol or any 
harmful drugs. —s4v70 











POCONO MANOR INN | 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 
ample garage; fine stone roads. J,W. Hurley, Mgr. 











Our supply of the 


1916 


Bible Success 
Band Booklets 


is completely exhausted 


and it will be’ impossible 
to secure any more at 
this late date, ‘We can, 
however, supply the 1915 
Booklets, which carry out 
the same idea of memo- 
rizing a verse of Scripture 
daily. The price is 15 
cents each,—in quantities 
of ten or more, ten cents 
each, postpaid. Orders 
for the 1915 booklets will 
be filled promptly as long 
as the present supply lasts, 


The Sunday School Times Co, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia, April 1, 1916 

















Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in- the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate povcio or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
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per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will ie illowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universa Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 ep 9 each. j 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yeatly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadeiphia to the subscrilj- 
ers. Mr. Downie canalso supply the other publications | 
ot The Sunday School ‘Times Company. ‘ 


THE SUNDAY.SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street; Philadelphia, Pa. 
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\( The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 











Good Prayst- pelt 0. 4 Oy bu ate 
Them Always Acts 12: 4-17). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon. — Regular attendance (Heb. 10 : 23- 
25 
Tugs. —Home prayer (Dan. 6 : 4-14). 
Wep.—Love a mochuren (Poe. 84 :1- 99 
‘THURS. — Using our fight (1 Cor. i2: 13-25 
Fri.—Studying the Psa. 119 : to5- 


SaT.— wn in others (Luke 6 : 27-38). 











Le ty should we prepare for the prayer-meet- 


hat new inane may we try in our 


r-meetings 
PrWhat can i 4 to make the meetings better ? 


ROFESSOR DRUMMOND was accus- 
tomed to point out that all excellence 
was attainable only by. practise, and 
that the men who stand out as the greatest 
men of genius and of accomplishment were 
the men who toiled most patiently to train 
mimd or voice or hand to fit them for their 
tasks. And he carried this lesson over into 
the moral and spiritual fife. Just as the 
fre p musician must practise ceaselessly, and 

ainter be a tireless worker, so he who 
wou fa pray must learn by practise, and the 
winner of souls learn his craft and grow skil- 
ful in it by constant experience. 

How do we learn to converse happily and 
profitably among ourselves? By practise of 
the art of conversation. How otherwise can 
we make prayer a happy and fruitful exer- 
cise? And are not familiarity and frequency 
of association the best ways of promoting 

ood human intercourse? If we need them 
tween man and man we need them also 
between man and God. 


< 
Even mere so 


powerful that we do not know how to ad- 
dress them or to speak to them, The ordi- 
nary man is often abashed into silence when 
called on to speak to or with those of whom 
he thinks as much above him, It takes 
practise and repeated intercourse to give him 
ease and freedom. Is it not even moré nec- 
essary in prayer ?. How can we learn to feel 
at home in speaking to God, and how shall 
we learn how to address him in public, if we 
have had no private acquaintance and friend- 
ship with him? Good prayer-meetings de- 
pend upon men and women who know God, 
and who are accustoméd to talk with him. 

Good prayer-meetings are only possible 
when those who gather and take part have 
confidence in one another, If some of the 
participants are not trusted, if théy are people 
whose lives are suspected or whose charac- 
ters are regarded as insificere, the meeting 

be glib and active,;-but itjwill have a 
hollow and inforior ring, Good faith and 
love and joyful sympathy are worth far more 
than cleverness and eloquence and ease un- 
less these also are penetrated with truth and 
goodness, 

Many a prayer-meeting might be strength- 
ened and vivified by spending a few sessions 
on Austin Phelps’ te The Suit Hour ’’ (Lo- 
throp, Lee & Shepard Co., Bostor, 60 cents 
and $1), or H. Clay Trumbull’s ‘s Prayer : 


of Prayer A 
Press, New York, 50 cents net). The leader 
might read one chapter or section of one of 
these books, and then there might be discus- 
sions of it, preceded and followed by actual 
prayer. 

< 

If we do not love to meet for prayer is it 
because we dv not love to pray. alone ? 

Prayer-meetings are more important _than 
| preaching- meetings, and can accomplish 
more. 

Public prayer in which one forgets himself 
is a greater test of reality than . private 
prayer in which one remembers himself, 

Prayer with others is 4 protection 
against the wagdering of thought, which is 
the great peril of praying alone. 

New Yor« Crry. 
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A Great 
Public Utility 














and all people 







benefited the merchant only. 


In a third of a century this old model has developed i into a Cash 
Register that directly benefits every man, woman and child who 


spends money in a store. 


This new Cash Register equally concerns every merchant and 


clerk, every banker and wholesaler in this land. 





It furnishes every customer with a receipt or sales slip. 


It prints on this the amount paid or charged. 


On this is also printed the date of the sale and who made it. 


It forces a duplicate printed record for the merchant. 
It prevents disputes over charges and bills paid. 
It saves shoppers’ time. 


It gives the merchant all his profits... It gives. him more money 
'terhisiamily. erchant il 


It promotes more and quicker sales, 


-  {t protects each clerk against making errors and against the 


mistakes of others. 


It rewards the diligent clerk by telling his employer which one 
makes the largest number of sales and which one gets the greatest 


amount of business. 


lt assures the banker additional security for the money he 


loans the merchant. 


It gives the wholesaler additional assurance that the merchant 


will have money to pay his bills. 


It furnishes the banker and the wholesaler 
mechanical evidence that the merchant’s state- 
ment of his business is correct. 


It is a business necessity. 


MERCHANTS ! ! 
We have new 1916 models that give this perfect service. 


i Phe Write us today or seé our agent in your city and learn how 


“you Can secure one of these public service machines. 
Liberal 


allawances are made for old National Cash Registers 
that were good in their day, but do not so completely protect you 
or give the valuable service our 1916 Modelsdo. Address Dept. S. 


piu National Cash Reale Company Dayton, Ohio 





eesercoubet ral 


Twa ee 1 











1j- 
Ti 













That concerns all merchants 


HE original Cash Register rang a bell, indicated 
‘and recorded the amount of ape roy Te 








LOOK FOR THIS SIGN 
IN- THE WINDOW 
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